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Introduction 
The purpose of this Subject Selection Handbook is to provide a resource for students and 
parents / guardians to assist them with the selection of subjects for Years 11 and 12. At Kerang 
Christian College, we believe that the process of subject selection needs to incorporate careful 
planning, evaluation and reflection, as well as accommodating individual interests and abilities.  
 
Students are encouraged to choose subjects with a clear understanding of the requirements 
and recommendations for potential future study and work. It is advisable that students select 
subjects that suit their interests, develop their talents and skills, build on their strengths and 
enable them to pursue their goals and aspirations.  
 
The College is pleased to be able to offer a wide range of VCE studies to our Senior School 
students. In 2016, the College will be offering Unit 3 and 4 subjects for the first time in the 
College’s history.  
 
During 2015, the College participated in an innovative video conference partnership with other 
Christian Schools in our region. This provided the College with greater flexibility to best meet 
the individual needs of each student undertaking the VCE. In 2016, we will once again look for 
the most appropriate way to delivery VCE studies to all of our VCE students. 
 
Learning is the result of actions and effort on the part of the student, and the staff at Kerang 
Christian College aims to provide the environment to maximise the learning that happens. Our 
students are encouraged to develop high expectations for their learning and to develop a 
dedicated work ethic throughout their VCE studies. We encourage students to look upon this 
final stage of Secondary education at Kerang Christian College with an attitude of shared 
commitment and community, so that they may be able to create fond memories and a sense of 
accomplishment.  
 
Subject teachers, the Heads of Senior School and the Head of Secondary School will work 
together with you as a team this year in helping you to meet the requirements of the VCE. We 
wish you every success and God’s blessing for the year ahead.  
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General Information 
This document is to assist students in the selection of a VCE program that best suits them and 
their future pathways. It is designed to accompany the VCE Student Handbook, which contains 
the rules, regulations and expectations for students regarding the effective operation of the VCE 
at Kerang Christian College. 
 
Please use the information provided in this guide to help you begin the planning of your VCE 
program. Subject descriptions, along with the nature of the assessments are provided as well 
as some suggestions for a VCE program for specific career interests.  
 

Accelerated Studies 
Year 10 students in 2016 will be provided with the opportunity to study a Unit 1 & 2 VCE subject 
as an accelerated study. There are a number of benefits of such an opportunity for Year 10 
students: it allows a student to complete six subjects at a Unit 3 & 4 sequence, thus providing 
more flexibility for ATAR calculations (please refer to VCE Student Handbook for more 
information) and it provides students with access to the requirements of VCE study.  
 
The College places an expectation on the performance of students in accelerated studies, and 
students need to apply for the opportunity to take part. More information is provided in the VCE 
Student Handbook. 
 
Subject Requirements 
When designing a VCE program, please be aware of the following: 
• English is compulsory 
• Year 11 students must select six subjects 
• Year 12 students must select five subjects 
• Tertiary prerequisites are available in VICTER 2018 and from individual tertiary institutions. 
 

Recommended Prerequisites  
Before undertaking a Unit 3 and 4 sequence in a subject it is recommended that a student have 
previously completed the Units 1 and/or 2 of the same subject. Whilst the content may or may 
not be preparatory to the Unit 3 and 4 study, in most cases students will be introduced to 
specific skills and styles that will better assist them in the study. Students who wish to 
undertake a Unit 3 and 4 study without having completed Units 1 and/or 2 will need to discuss 
the matter with the Head of Senior School. Please remember that any desired changes in a 
student’s VCE program after the timetable is produced will be subject to constraints. Students 
are reminded to make their subject selections carefully, after considering all relevant 
information. 
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The Subject Selection Process 
The subject selection process undertaken by Kerang Christian College begins early in the 
academic year prior to students undertaking their VCE studies, and is undertaken with the 
needs of students as the central focus.  
 
Step 1. Subject Expression of Interest 
Early in the academic year, Year 10 students are provided with an introduction to the VCE 
subjects that may be potentially offered at Kerang Christian College in the subsequent year 
and are asked to give an indication of the subject choices they are likely to make. Year 9 
students are provided with an introduction to the VCE subjects that are appropriate for 
acceleration and are asked to give an indication of the subjects they may be interested in 
applying for acceleration in Year 10. All are asked to indicate their career pathway 
preferences. This step is an expression of interest only and no commitment is expected from 
the student to undertake subjects listed, or for the College to offer specific subjects on 
campus. 
 
Step 2. Finalisation of VCE subject offerings 
Based upon student's initial expressions of interest and pathway preferences, and in 
consultation with the Leadership Team, the list of subjects to be offered is finalised. This 
process may include further interviews with students with regards to their ongoing pathway 
development. Consideration to potential subject blocking and staffing will be given at this 
stage. 
 
Step 3. VCE Information Evening 
Early in Term 3, students and parents will be invited to attend the VCE Information Evening 
which will provide all the relevant information for the selection of the following year's VCE 
subjects. Because this stage culminates in the student's selection of their VCE program for 
the following year, it is important that understand the features and requirements of Senior 
School and VCE education before making their choices. This includes the specific content 
and structure of subjects, as once blockings are determined, changes may become difficult.  
 
Step 4. Final Subject Selection 
As part of the VCE Information Evening, students will be provided with a Subject Selection 
Form, which allows them to select their subjects in preference order. Whilst the College seeks 
to offer all courses listed, the final offering is dependent on minimum numbers, choices, 
timetable and staffing arrangements. Students are advised to make their subject selection 
carefully. 
 
Year 9 students will have the opportunity to apply for acceleration in a VCE study and will be 
provided with a VCE acceleration application. 
 
Students will have one week to submit their Subject Selection Forms and Accelerated Study 
applications. 
 
Step 5. Creation of the Timetable 
When all students have submitted their subject selection forms, blocking, staffing and 
timetable arrangements are made. The College will endeavour to offer every option listed, but 
cannot guarantee this until the timetable is completed. Students and parents may be 
consulted during this stage if required. 
 
The finalised blocking will be available for implementation in VCE Orientation Week, Term 4.  
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Choosing a VCE Program 

When choosing the specific studies for a student’s VCE, please consider the following 
points: 
  
• What does the student enjoy? 

Students are generally successful in the subjects they enjoy.  
 

• In what subject is the student already achieving high results?  
Success is a motivator, and existing success may indicate a strong interest or ability in a 
subject area. 
 

• What subjects might the student need for future study or work? 
Further qualifications may require that students complete specific subjects in Year 11 or 
Year 12. More information is available from the Head of Senior School if required. 

 
The following may assist you in selecting appropriate VCE studies: 

 

  

I	  know	  what	  I'd	  like	  to	  do	  
when	  I	  leave	  school!	  

What	  qualifica7ons	  do	  I	  need?	  

Do	  I	  need	  to	  complete	  further	  study?	  

Does	  this	  further	  study	  require	  me	  to	  
have	  completed	  specific	  VCE	  

subjects?	  

Am	  I	  capable	  of	  studying	  those	  
subjects?	  

Select	  these	  subjects	  first	  -‐	  then	  
select	  subjects	  based	  on	  your	  

interests	  

I	  don't	  know	  what	  I'd	  like	  
to	  do	  when	  I	  leave	  school!	  

What	  subjects	  am	  I	  currently	  good	  
at?	  

What	  do	  I	  enjoy	  doing	  in	  or	  outside	  
of	  school?	  

Are	  there	  VCE	  subjects	  that	  further	  
my	  interests?	  

Do	  I	  want	  to	  keep	  the	  op7on	  to	  
aHend	  Ter7ary	  study?	  

Select	  subjects	  around	  your	  interests	  
&	  abili7es	  
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VCE Subject Options for 2016 
Subject          Page Number 
Accounting – Units 1 & 2       13 
Accounting – Units 3 & 4       15 
Agricultural and Horticultural Studies – Units 1 & 2    17 
Biology – Units 1 & 2        19 
Biology – Units 3 & 4        21 
Business Management – Units 1 & 2      23 
Business Management – Units 3 & 4      25 
Chemistry – Units 1 & 2       27 
Chemistry – Units 3 & 4       29 
Computing – Units 1 & 2       31 
Computing: Informatics – Unit 3 & 4      33 
English – Units 1 & 2        35 
English – Units 3 & 4        37 
Food and Technology – Units 1 & 2      39 
Food and Technology – Units 3 & 4      41 
Health and Human Development – Units 1 & 2     43 
Health and Human Development – Units 3 & 4    45 
History: 20th Century – Units 1 & 2      47 
History: Revolutions – Units 3 & 4      49 
Legal Studies – Units 1 & 2       51 
Legal Studies – Units 3 & 4       53 
Mathematics: General Mathematics (Unit 1 & 2)     55  
Mathematics: Further Mathematics (Unit 3 & 4)     57 
Mathematics: Mathematical Methods (CAS) – Units 1 & 2   59 
Mathematics: Mathematical Methods (CAS) – Units 3 & 4   61 
Music Performance – Units 1 & 2      63 
Music Performance – Units 3 & 4      65 
Physical Education – Units 1 & 2       67 
Physical Education – Units 3 & 4      69 
Physics – Units 1 & 2        71 
Physics – Units 3 & 4        73 
Psychology – Units 1 & 2       75 
Psychology – Units 3 & 4       77 
Studio Arts – Units 1 & 2        79 
Studio Arts – Units 3 & 4       81 
Systems Engineering – Units 1 & 2       83 
Systems Engineering – Units 3 & 4      85 
Theatre Studies – Units 1 & 2       87 
Theatre Studies – Units 3 & 4       89 
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Potential Pathways 
& Associated VCE 

Programs 
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PATHWAY: 
COMMERCE 

With Acceleration 
6 Unit 3 & 4 Sequences Completed

 
 
Year 10 
 

Normal Year 10 Program 
Unit 1 & 2 
Business 

Management 
Acceleration 

 
Year 11 
 

 
Unit 1 & 2 
English 

 

Unit 1 & 2 
Accounting 

Unit 1 & 2 
Legal 

Studies 

Unit 1 & 2 
General 

Mathematics 

Unit 1 & 2 
Mathematical 

Methods 

Unit 3 & 4 
Business 

Management 
Acceleration 

 
Year 12 
 

 
Unit 3 & 4 
English 

 

Unit 3 & 4 
Accounting 

Unit 3 & 4 
Legal 

Studies 

Unit 3 & 4 
Further 

Mathematics 

Unit 3 & 4 
Mathematical 

Methods 
 
 

 
 

Possible further education/career pathways: 
 

Accounting Business Commerce 
Economics Insurance Marketing 
Office Management Property Sport Management 
Travel & Tourism 
Management 

Environmental 
Management  

Catering and Hotel 
Management 

Retail Management B Banking & Finance Criminal Justice 
Law   

 
 
Always make sure you fulfil the following: 
 

• Minimum of 4 sequences of Unit 3 & 4 subjects, which must include three units 
of English 

• Check that your studies include the prerequisites for the range of Tertiary/TAFE 
courses you are considering  
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PATHWAY: 
EDUCATION 

With Acceleration 
6 Unit 3 & 4 Sequences Completed

 
 
Year 10 
 

Normal Year 10 Program 
Unit 1 & 2 

VCE 
Acceleration 

 
Year 11 
 

 
Unit 1 & 2 
English 

 

Unit 1 & 2 
General 

Mathematics 

Unit 1 & 2  
VCE 

Elective 1 

Unit 1 & 2 
VCE 

Elective 2 

Unit 1 & 2 
VCE 

Elective 3 

Unit 3 & 4  
Acceleration 

Subject 

 
Year 12 
 

 
Unit 3 & 4 
English 

 

Unit 3 & 4 
Further 

Mathematics 

Unit 3 & 4 
VCE 

Elective 1 

Unit 3 & 4 
VCE 

Elective 2 

Unit 3 & 4 
VCE 

Elective 3 
 
 

 

 
Possible further education/career pathways: 
 

Primary Teaching P – 10 Teaching Secondary Teaching 
Industry Training Specialising in: 

-Performing Arts (choose arts electives) 
-Science (choose science electives) 

 
 
 -English/Humanities (choose Humanities electives) 
   

 
 
Always make sure you fulfil the following: 
 

• Minimum of 4 sequences of Unit 3 & 4 subjects, which must include three units 
of English 

• Check that your studies include the prerequisites for the range of Tertiary/TAFE 
courses you are considering 
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PATHWAY: 
ELECTRONICS/ENGINEERING 

 

With Acceleration 
6 Unit 3 & 4 Sequences Completed

 
 
Year 10 
 

Normal Year 10 Program 

Unit 1 & 2 
Systems 

Engineering  
Acceleration  

 
Year 11 
 

 
Unit 1 & 2 
English 

 

Unit 1 & 2 
General 

Mathematics 

Unit 1 & 2 
Mathematical 

Methods 

Unit 1 & 2 
VCE 

Elective 1 

Unit 1 & 2 
VCE 

Elective 2 

Unit 3 & 4 
Systems 

Engineering  
Acceleration  

 
Year 12 
 

 
Unit 3 & 4 
English 

 

Unit 3 & 4 
Further 

Mathematics 

Unit 3 & 4 
Mathematical 

Methods 

Unit 3 & 4 
VCE 

Elective 1 

Unit 3 & 4 
VCE 

Elective 1 
 
 

 
 

Possible further education/career pathways: 
 

Engineering Construction Robotics 
Electronics Electrical Mechanics 
Automotive   
   
   
  

 
 

 
 
Always make sure you fulfil the following: 
 

• Minimum of 4 sequences of Unit 3 & 4 subjects, which must include three units 
of English 

• Check that your studies include the prerequisites for the range of Tertiary/TAFE 
courses you are considering 
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PATHWAY: 
HEALTH SCIENCE 

 

With Acceleration 
6 Unit 3 & 4 Sequences Completed

 
 
Year 10 
 

Normal Year 10 Program 
Unit 1 & 2 
Biology 

Acceleration  

 
Year 11 
 

 
Unit 1 & 2 
English 

 

Unit 1 & 2 
General 

Mathematics 

Unit 1 & 2 
Mathematical 

Methods 
Unit 1 & 2 
Chemistry 

Unit 1 & 2 
Psychology 

Unit 3 & 4 
Biology 

Acceleration  

 
Year 12 
 

 
Unit 3 & 4 
English 

 

Unit 3 & 4 
Further 

Mathematics 

Unit 3 & 4 
Mathematical 

Methods 
Unit 3 & 4 
Chemistry 

Unit 3 & 4 
Psychology  

 
 

 
 

Possible further education/career pathways: 
 

Medicine Physiotherapy Dentistry 
Veterinary Science Nursing Podiatry 
Prosthetics & Orthotics Occupational  

Therapy 
Behavioural 
Neuroscience 

Biotechnology Animal Technology Myotherapy 
Medical Laboratory  
Technology 

  

 
 
Always make sure you fulfil the following: 
 

• Minimum of 4 sequences of Unit 3 & 4 subjects, which must include three units 
of English 

• Check that your studies include the prerequisites for the range of Tertiary/TAFE 
courses you are considering 
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PATHWAY: 
PLAN YOUR OWN 
 

With Acceleration 
6 Unit 3 & 4 Sequences Completed

 
 
Year 10 
 

Normal Year 10 Program  

 
Year 11 
 

Unit 1 & 2 
English 

Unit 1 & 2 
General 

Mathematics 
    

 *Unit 1 & 2 General Mathematics is strongly recommended. 
Year 12 
 

Unit 3 & 4 
English      

 

 
 

Possible further education/career pathways: 
 

   
   
   
   
   
   

 
 
Always make sure you fulfil the following: 
 

• Minimum of 4 sequences of Unit 3 & 4 subjects, which must include three units 
of English 

• Check that your studies include the prerequisites for the range of Tertiary/TAFE 
courses you are considering 
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UNIT 1 & 2 ACCOUNTING 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
Students of Unit 1 & 2 Accounting can expect to gain skills to assist in the recording of financial 
transactions for a small business, to prepare financial reports and provide analytical financial 
data for business owners/managers. They can also expect to gain the understanding necessary 
to interpret the data they process in order to develop strategies to assist small business owners 
to improve the financial success of their businesses. Single entry accounting is the basis of 
financial recording used. 
 
Unit 1 & 2 Accounting would be of interest to students who intend to pursue further study in the 
commerce/financial area or, who are interested in owning/operating their own small business.  
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 1: Establishing and operating a 
service business 

Unit 2: Accounting for a trading business 

Focuses on the establishment of a small 
business and the appropriate management 
of the financial nature of business.  
 
It introduces the processes of gathering, 
recording, reporting and analysing financial 
data and information used by internal and 
external users.  
 
The unit examines the role of accounting in 
the decision-making process using single 
entry recording of financial data and 
information for the owner of a service 
business. 
 

Focuses on accounting for a single activity sole 
trader.  
 
The unit utilises an accrual approach, using a 
single entry recording system for the recording 
and reporting of cash and credit transactions and 
stock.  
 
It uses financial and non-financial information to 
evaluate the performance of a business, and 
students use these evaluations to suggest 
strategies to the owner on how to improve the 
performance of the business. 
 
The use of ICT in Accounting. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 ACCOUNTING  
 
Outcomes 
 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
1. Describe the resources required, and 
explain and discuss the knowledge and skills 
necessary, to set up a small business. 

1. Record financial data and report 
accounting information for a sole trader. 
  

2. Identify and record the financial data, and 
report and explain accounting information, for a 
sole proprietor of a service business. 

2. Record financial data and report 
accounting information for a single activity 
sole trader using a commercial accounting 
software package, and discuss the use of ICT 
in the accounting process. 

 3. Select and use financial and non-financial 
information to evaluate the performance of a 
business and discuss strategies that may 
improve business performance. 

ICT Must be used in at least two assessments. ICT Must be used in at least two 
assessments. 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved all outcomes via tests, 
assignments and exercises completed in class. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
40% to the overall grade for this subject.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject prerequisites. 
 
An understanding of percentages and ratios in mathematics is preferred. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 ACCOUNTING 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
Students of Unit 3 & 4 Accounting can expect to enhance the skills required to record financial 
transactions for a small business, prepare financial reports and provide analytical financial data 
for business owners/managers. They can also expect to gain the understanding necessary to 
interpret the data they process in order to develop strategies to assist small business owners to 
improve the financial success of their businesses. Double entry is the method of financial 
recording used. 
 
Unit 3 & 4 Accounting would be of interest to students who intend to pursue further study in the 
commerce/financial area or, who are interested in owning/operating their own small business.  
 
Unit Descriptions 
 
Unit 3: Recording and reporting for a 
trading business 

Unit 4: Control and analysis of business 
performance 

Focuses on financial accounting for a single 
activity trading business as operated by a sole 
trader and emphasises the role of accounting 
as an information system.  
 
The unit introduces the double entry system of 
recording using the accrual basis of 
accounting. The perpetual method of stock 
recording with the First In, First Out (FIFO) 
method is used. 
 

Extends the recording and reporting processes 
from Unit 3 and the use of financial and non-
financial information in assisting management 
in the decision-making process.  
 
Students learn about the role and importance 
of budgeting for the business and undertake 
the practical completion of budgets for cash, 
financial performance and financial position.  
 
Students also evaluate the information 
prepared and analyse the results in order to 
suggest strategies to the owner. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 ACCOUNTING  
 
Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
1. Record financial data for a single 
activity sole trader using a double entry 
system, and discuss the function of 
various aspects of this accounting 
system. 

50% 1. Record financial data using 
double entry accounting and report 
accounting information using an 
accrual-based system for a single 
activity sole-trader, and discuss the 
function of various aspects of this 
accounting system. 
  

50% 

2. Record balance day adjustments and 
prepare and interpret accounting 
reports. 

50% 2. Part A 
Prepare budgets and variance 
reports.  
 
Part B 
Evaluate the performance of a 
business using financial and non-
financial information and discuss 
strategies to improve the 
profitability and liquidity of the 
business. 

30% 
 
 
 
20% 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved all outcomes via tests, 
assignments and exercises completed in class. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework  25%  
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework  25% 
2 hour End of Year Examination    50% 
(External Assessment) 
 

Prerequisites  
 
None, although either Unit 1 or Unit 2 Accounting will be an advantage. 
 
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study 
Score. 
  



VCE Subject Selection Handbook  
17  

UNIT 1 & 2 AGRICULTURAL AND 
HORTICULTUAL STUDIES 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
VCE Agricultural and Horticultural Studies is designed to develop students’ understanding of the 
operations and practices involved with sustainable agricultural and horticultural systems within 
an economic, social and environmental context. This study allows students to develop and 
apply theoretical knowledge and skills to real world business and practices. An understanding of 
agribusiness operations involves a broad familiarity with interdisciplinary skills and knowledge of 
technology, science, economics and business management, marketing, geography and 
information and communications technology (ICT). Students apply their acquired knowledge 
and skills to design, develop and manage an agricultural and/or horticultural business as a 
project within this study. 
 
The broad applied nature of the study of agribusiness operations prepares students to make 
decisions about career opportunities or further studies in agriculture, horticulture, land 
management, agricultural business practice and natural resource management. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 1: Agricultural and horticultural 
operations 

Unit 2: Production 

In this unit students study local agricultural 
and horticultural operations and the 
economic, social, environmental and 
historical factors that influence these 
operations. Students develop an 
understanding of how the biological and 
physical components of the environment 
and human resources influence the type of 
agribusinesses undertaken at particular 
locations. They consider the importance of 
using scientific methodology when 
investigating agricultural and horticultural 
systems.  
 
Students apply their knowledge and skills 
in researching the feasibility and 
establishment of a small agricultural and/or 
horticultural business project. Students 
consider business opportunities and 
financial aspects, and growth and 
production of plants and animals. They use 
appropriate production skills, plan and use 
resources sustainably, and evaluate and 
report on the progress of the small 
business. 

This unit focuses on plant and animal nutrition, 
and growth and reproduction and their 
relationships within agribusiness systems. 
Students analyse agricultural and/or horticultural 
production systems in terms of timelines for 
production, taking into account physical, 
biological, economic, social and environmental 
factors. They consider the impacts of climate 
extremes on plant and animal production and 
use a scientific approach to investigating aspects 
of production.  
 
Students use a small business project to explore 
the role of agribusiness in value adding to the 
product of an agricultural and/or a horticultural 
business. They consider business and 
production operations, production and 
environmental risks, sustainability of operations, 
and marketing. Students monitor and evaluate 
the outcomes of the small business project. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTUAL STUDIES 
 
Outcomes 
 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
1. Describe a range of biological, physical and 
human resources and their influence on 
agricultural and/or horticultural systems in the 
local area, and explain the importance of the 
application of scientific principles in production. 

1. Describe the nutritive and reproductive 
processes of plants and animals, their 
application to agricultural and/or horticultural 
production systems, and specific biological 
and environmental factors that influence 
production systems. 

2. Plan, implement and evaluate management 
and production activities to operate a small 
agricultural and/or a horticultural business 
project involving the care and monitoring of 
living plants or animals. 

2. Plan, implement, monitor and evaluate the 
production processes and marketing for a 
small agricultural and/or horticultural 
business project, demonstrating how the 
business adds value to the product and 
manages risk. 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved all outcomes via 
annotated visual displays, multimedia presentations, tests, written reports, research reports, 
practical demonstrations, business plans including budgets, evidence of production, including 
visual material (for example, photographs), business report, including production and financial 
evaluation, media responses and scientific investigations. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
30% to the overall grade for this subject.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject prerequisites. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 BIOLOGY 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
Biology is a diverse and evolving science that seeks to understand and explore the nature of 
life, past and present. In Units 1 & 2 Biology students will specifically study the following topics: 
How organisms function; how living systems sustain life; how reproduction maintains the 
continuity of life; how inheritance is explained, and will be involved in practical investigations. An 
important feature of undertaking a VCE science study is the opportunity for students to engage 
in a range of inquiry tasks that may be self-designed, develop key science skills and interrogate 
the links between theory, knowledge and practice.  

VCE Biology provides for a range of study pathways and leads to a range of careers. Branches 
of biology include botany, genetics, immunology, microbiology, pharmacology and zoology. In 
addition, biology is applied in many other fields including biotechnology, dentistry, ecology, 
education, food science, forestry, health care, horticulture, medicine, optometry, physiotherapy 
and veterinary science. Biologists also work in cross-disciplinary areas such as bushfire 
research, environmental management, forensic science, medical research and sports science.  

Unit Descriptions 
 

Unit 1: How do living things stay alive? Unit 2: How is continuity of life maintained? 
In this unit students are introduced to some of 
the challenges to an organism in sustaining 
life. Students examine the cell as the structural 
and functional unit of life, from the single celled 
to the multicellular organism, and the 
requirements for sustaining cellular processes 
in terms of inputs and outputs. They analyse 
types of adaptations that enhance the 
organism’s survival in a particular environment 
and consider the role homeostatic 
mechanisms play in maintaining the internal 
environment. Students investigate how a 
diverse group of organisms form a living 
interconnected community that is adapted to, 
and utilises, the abiotic resources of its habitat. 
The role of a keystone species in maintaining 
the structure of an ecosystem is explored. 
Students consider how the planet’s biodiversity 
is classified and the factors that affect the 
growth of a population.  

 

In this unit students focus on cell reproduction 
and the transmission of biological information 
from generation to generation. Students learn 
that all cells are derived from pre-existing cells 
through the cell cycle. They examine the 
process of DNA replication and compare cell 
division in both prokaryotic and eukaryotic 
organisms. Students explore the mechanisms 
of asexual and sexual reproductive strategies, 
and consider the advantages and 
disadvantages of these two types of 
reproduction. The role of stem cells in the 
differentiation, growth, repair and replacement 
of cells in humans is examined, and their 
potential use in medical therapies is 
considered.  

Students use chromosome theory and 
terminology from classical genetics to explain 
the inheritance of characteristics, analyse 
patterns of inheritance, interpret pedigree 
charts and predict outcomes of genetic 
crosses. They explore the relationship 
between genes, the environment and the 
regulation of genes in giving rise to 
phenotypes. They consider the role of genetic 
knowledge in decision making about the 
inheritance of autosomal dominant, autosomal 
recessive and sex-linked genetic conditions. In 
this context the uses of genetic screening and 
its social and ethical issues are examined.  
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UNIT 1 & 2 BIOLOGY  
 
Outcomes 
 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
1. Investigate and explain how cellular 
structures and systems function to sustain life. 

1. Compare the advantages and 
disadvantages of asexual and sexual 
reproduction, explain how changes within the 
cell cycle may have an impact on cellular or 
tissue system function and identify the role of 
stem cells in cell growth and cell differentiation 
and in medical therapies.  

2. Explain how various adaptations enhance 
the survival of an individual organism, 
investigate the relationships between 
organisms that form a living community and 
their habitat, and analyse the impacts of 
factors that affect population growth. 

2. Apply an understanding of genetics to 
describe patterns of inheritance, analyse 
pedigree charts, predict outcomes of genetic 
crosses and identify the implications of the 
uses of genetic screening and decision making 
related to inheritance.  

3. Design and undertake an investigation 
related to the survival of an organism or 
species, and draw conclusions based on 
evidence from collected data. 

3. Investigate and communicate a 
substantiated response to a question related to 
an issue in genetics and/or reproductive 
science.  

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved Outcomes 1 and 2 via 
assessments selected from the following: a report of a fieldwork activity, annotations of a 
practical work folio of activities or investigations, a bioinformatics exercise, media response, 
data analysis, problem solving involving biological concepts, skills and/or issues, a reflective 
learning journal/blog related to selected activities or in response to an issue, a test comprising 
multiple choice and/or short answer and/or extended response. 
 
Outcome 3 will be assessed via a report of a student-designed or adapted investigation related 
to the survival of an organism or a species using an appropriate format, for example a scientific 
poster, practical report, oral communication or digital presentation. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
50% to the overall grade for this subject.  

 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject prerequisites. 
 
An understanding and interest of the Natural Sciences would be of advantage. Subject may 
contain dissection of organs.  
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UNIT 3 & 4 BIOLOGY 
 

Subject Introduction 
 
Unit 3 & 4 Biology continues the study of living things from familiar, complex multicellular 
organisms that live in the many different habitats of our biosphere to single celled micro-
organisms that live in seemingly inhospitable conditions. It is a study of the dynamic 
relationships between living things, their interdependence, their interactions with the non-living 
environment, and the processes that maintain life and ensure its continuity. Biology enables 
students to understand that despite the diverse ways of meeting the challenges of survival, all 
living things have many structural and functional characteristics in common. 
 
VCE Biology provides for continuing study pathways within the discipline and leads to a range 
of careers. Branches of biology include botany, genetics, immunology, microbiology, 
pharmacology and zoology. In addition, biology is applied in many fields of endeavour including 
biotechnology, dentistry, ecology, education, food science, forestry, health care, horticulture, 
medicine, optometry, physiotherapy and veterinary science. Biologists also work in cross-
disciplinary areas such as bushfire research, environmental management and conservation, 
forensic science, geology, medical research and sports science.  
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 3: Signatures of life Unit 4: Continuity and change 
Examines the activities of the cell at a 
molecular level.  Biochemical reactions   
enzymes, proteins, DNA and other biological 
molecules are key components of the study.   
 
Students also investigate how cells regulate 
and respond to change, including disease.   
 
Students examine the immune response and 
the sophisticated system of defence used by 
plants and animals against infection. 
 

Explores the mechanisms of inheritance, 
genes, DNA, mitosis and meiosis, and the 
causes of variation, both genetic and 
environmental.  
 
An examination of the processes of evolution, 
including natural selection, for which variation 
is the raw material, leads to investigation of the 
origins and diversity of living organisms. 
 
Recent advances in technology, including 
biotechnology, are also considered. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 BIOLOGY  
 
Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
1. Analyse and evaluate evidence 
from practical investigations related to 
biochemical processes. 

50% 1. Analyse evidence for the molecular 
basis of heredity, and patterns of 
inheritance. 
   

50% 

2. Describe and explain the use of the 
stimulus-response model in 
coordination and regulation and how 
components of the human immune 
system respond to antigens and 
provide immunity. 
 
 

50% 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Analyse and evaluate evidence for 
evolutionary change and evolutionary 
relationships, and describe 
mechanisms for change including the 
effect of human intervention on 
evolutionary processes through 
selective breeding and applications of 
biotechnology. 

50% 

 
Assessment 
 
Outcome 1 of both units is assessed via reports of three practical activities. 
Outcome 2 of both units is assessed via a report and a response to an issue related to the 
outcome. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework  20%  
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework  20% 
2.5 hour End of Year Examination    60% 
(External Assessment) 

 
Prerequisites 
 
Biology Unit 1 is strongly recommended before doing Units 3 & 4. 
 
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study 
Score. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
Unit 1 & 2 Business Management examines the importance, characteristics and nature of small 
business in Australia. It provides students with necessary skills and understanding that are 
required in the effective management of small business. 
 
This subject provides a good understanding of the world of large-scale operations and would be 
of interest to students who intend to pursue further study in the commerce/management area 
or, who are interested in owning/operating their own small business.  
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 1: Small business management Unit 2: Communication and management 
Students examine the characteristics that 
apply to all businesses and consider their 
immediate and external environments. 
 
Students explore and have practise in the 
planning, decision making and evaluation that 
is required in the many day-to-day operations 
of a small business. 
 

Students examine the importance and 
methods of communication in business. 
 
Specific areas of communication importance 
are marketing and public relations. Students 
will examine specific management issues and 
decisions in these areas.   
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UNIT 1 & 2 BUSINESS MANAGEMENT  
 
Outcomes 
 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
1. Explain a set of generic business 
characteristics and apply them to a range of 
businesses. 

1. Explain, apply and justify a range of 
effective communication methods used in 
business-related situations. 
   

2. Apply decision-making skills to establish 
and operate a small business, and evaluate 
the management of an ethical and a socially 
responsible small business.  

2. Analyse effective marketing strategies and 
processes and apply these strategies and 
processes to business-related situations. 

3. Discuss one or more of the day to day 
operations associated with an ethical and a 
socially responsible small business, and apply 
the operation/s to a business situation. 

3. Apply public relations strategies to business-
related situations and analyse their 
effectiveness. 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via tests, 
case study analyses, media analyses, a school based business activity and business plan 
where applicable. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
40% to the overall grade for this subject.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject prerequisites. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 
  
Subject Introduction 
 
Unit 3 & 4 Business Management progresses from examining small business management to 
the skill set and understanding involved in managing large-scale organisations. 
 
This subject provides a good understanding of the world of large-scale operations and would be 
of interest to students who intend to pursue further study in the commerce/management area 
or, who are considering employment in any field where they may find themselves working in an 
organisation that has more than 200 employees. 
 
Unit Descriptions 
 
Unit 3: Corporate management Unit 4: Continuity and change 
In this unit students investigate how large-
scale organisations operate. Students examine 
the environment (both internal and external) in 
which large-scale organisations conduct their 
business, and then focus on aspects of 
individual business’ internal environment and 
how the operations of the business are 
managed. 
 
Students develop an understanding of the 
complexity and challenge of managing large-
scale organisations and have the opportunity 
to compare theoretical perspectives with 
practical applications. 

This unit continues the examination of 
corporate management. It commences with a 
focus on the human resource management 
function. Students learn about the key aspects 
of this function and strategies used to most 
effectively manage human resources.  
 
The unit concludes with analysis of the 
management of change. Students learn about 
key change management processes and 
strategies and are provided with the 
opportunity to apply these to a contemporary 
issue of significance. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 BUSINESS MANAGEMENT  
 

Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
1. Discuss and analyse the context in 
which large-scale organisations 
operate. 

20% 1. Analyse and evaluate practices and 
processes related to human resource 
management. 
   

60% 

2. Discuss and analyse major aspects 
of the internal environment of large-
scale organisations. 
 
 

40% 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Analyse and evaluate the 
management of change in a large-
scale organisation, and evaluate the 
impact of change on the internal 
environment of a large-scale 
organisation. 

40% 

3. Discuss and analyse strategies 
related to operations management. 

40%   

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved all outcomes via case 
studies, media analyses, tests and structured questions. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework  25%  
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework  25% 
2 hour End of Year Examination    50% 
(External Assessment) 

 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required. 
 
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study 
Score. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 CHEMISTRY 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
Chemistry explores and explains the composition and behaviour of matter and the chemical 
processes that occur on Earth and beyond. Chemical models and theories are used to describe 
and explain known chemical reactions and processes. Chemistry underpins the production and 
development of energy, the maintenance of clean air and water, the production of food, 
medicines and new materials, and the treatment of wastes. In Units 1 & 2 Chemistry students 
will specifically study the following topics: how the knowledge of elements explains the 
properties of matter, how the versatility of non-metals can be explained, how substances 
interact with water, how substances in water are measured and analysed, and will be involved 
in a research investigation and a practical investigation. An important feature of undertaking a 
VCE science study is the opportunity for students to engage in a range of inquiry tasks that may 
be self-designed, develop key science skills and interrogate the links between theory, 
knowledge and practice.  

VCE Chemistry provides for a range of study pathways and leads to a range of careers.  
Branches of chemistry include organic chemistry, inorganic chemistry, analytical chemistry, 
physical chemistry and biochemistry. In addition, chemistry is applied in a range of fields 
including agriculture, bushfire research, dentistry, dietetics, education, engineering, 
environmental sciences, forensic science, forestry, horticulture, medicine, metallurgy, 
pharmacy, sports science, toxicology, veterinary science and viticulture.  

Unit Descriptions 
 

Unit 1:  How can the diversity of materials 
be explained? 

Unit 2:  What makes water such a unique 
chemical? 

In this unit students investigate the chemical 
properties of a range of materials from metals 
and salts to polymers and nanomaterials. 
Using their knowledge of elements and atomic 
structure students explore and explain the 
relationships between properties, structure and 
bonding forces within and between particles 
that vary in size from the visible, through 
nanoparticles, to molecules and atoms.  
 
Students examine the modification of metals, 
assess the factors that affect the formation of 
ionic crystals and investigate a range of non-
metallic substances from molecules to 
polymers and giant lattices and relate their 
structures to specific applications.  
 
Students are introduced to quantitative 
concepts in chemistry including the mole 
concept. They determine the relative masses 
of elements and the composition of 
substances. Students use chemistry 
terminology including symbols, formulas, 
chemical nomenclature and equations to 
represent and explain observations and data 
from experiments, and to discuss chemical 
phenomena.  

In this unit students explore the physical and 
chemical properties of water, the reactions that 
occur in water and various methods of water 
analysis.  

Students examine the polar nature of a water 
molecule and the intermolecular forces 
between water molecules. They explore the 
relationship between these bonding forces and 
the physical and chemical properties of water. 
In this context students investigate solubility, 
concentration, pH and reactions in water 
including precipitation, acid-base and redox. 
Students are introduced to stoichiometry and 
to analytical techniques and instrumental 
procedures, and apply these to determine 
concentrations of different species in water 
samples, including chemical contaminants. 
They use chemistry terminology including 
symbols, units, formulas and equations to 
represent and explain observations and data 
from experiments, and to discuss chemical 
phenomena. Students explore the solvent 
properties of water in a variety of contexts and 
analyse selected issues associated with 
substances dissolved in water. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 CHEMISTRY  
 
Outcomes 
 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
1. Relate the position of elements in the 
periodic table to their properties, investigate 
the structures and properties of metals and 
ionic compounds, and calculate mole 
quantities.  

1. Relate the properties of water to its structure 
and bonding, and explain the importance of the 
properties and reactions of water in selected 
contexts. 
 

2. Investigate and explain the properties of 
carbon lattices and molecular substances with 
reference to their structures and bonding, use 
systematic nomenclature to name organic 
compounds, and explain how polymers can be 
designed for a purpose.  
 

2. Measure amounts of dissolved substances 
in water and analyse water samples for salts, 
organic compounds and acids ad bases.  

3. Investigate a question related to the 
development, use and/or modification of a 
selected material or chemical and 
communicate a substantiated response to the 
question.  
 

3. Design and undertake a quantitative 
laboratory investigation related to water quality, 
and draw conclusions based on evidence from 
collected data.  
 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the Outcomes 1 and 2 
via any of the following: annotations of a practical work folio of activities or investigations, a 
report of a practical activity or investigation, a modelling activity, media response, problem-
solving involving chemical concepts, skills and/or issues, a reflective learning journal/blog 
related to selected activities or in response to an issue, data analysis, a test comprising multiple 
choice and/or short answer and/or extended response. Outcome 3 of Unit 1 is assessed via a 
report of an independent investigation of a selected topic. Outcome 3 of Unit 2 is assessed via a 
report of a student-designed quantitative laboratory investigation. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
50% to the overall grade for this subject.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required.  
 
Access to subject is based on the recommendation of a member of the Science faculty. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 CHEMISTRY 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
Chemistry is a key science in explaining the workings of our universe through an understanding 
of the properties and interaction of substances that make up matter. Most processes, from the 
formation of molecules in outer space to the complex biological interactions occurring in cells, 
can be described by chemical theories. Although there are no sharp boundaries between 
sciences such as Chemistry, Physics and Biology, Chemistry is used to explain natural 
phenomena at the molecular level, as well as create new materials such as medicines and 
polymers. 
 
VCE Chemistry provides for continuing study pathways within the discipline and leads to a 
range of careers. Branches of chemistry include organic chemistry, inorganic chemistry, 
analytical chemistry, physical chemistry and biochemistry. In addition, chemistry is applied in 
many fields of endeavour including agriculture, bushfire research, dentistry, dietetics, education, 
engineering, environmental sciences, forensic science, forestry, horticulture, medicine, 
metallurgy, meteorology, pharmacy, sports science, toxicology, veterinary science and 
viticulture.  
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 3: Chemical pathways Unit 4: Chemistry at work 
Students investigate the scope of techniques 
available to an analytical chemist, as chemical 
analysis is vital in the work of a scientist. 
Organic reaction pathways and the chemistry 
of particular organic molecules are also 
investigated in this unit. The applications 
explored include the role of organic chemicals 
in the development of medicines, in forensic 
analysis as well as in the generation of 
biochemical fuels. 

Students investigate the industrial production 
of chemicals and energy changes associated 
with chemical reactions. Diverse ranges of 
products we use and depend on every day are 
made by chemical reactions. Features that 
affect these chemical reactions such as rate, 
yield and equilibrium position are examined. 
The production of energy from various 
resources such as fossil fuels, galvanic, 
electrolytic and fuel cells and their operating 
principles are studied in detail.  
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UNIT 3 & 4 CHEMISTRY  
 

Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
1. Evaluate the suitability of 
techniques and instruments used in 
chemical analyses. 

50% 1. Analyse the factors that affect the 
extent and rate of chemical reactions 
and apply this analysis to evaluate the 
optimum conditions used in the 
industrial production of the selected 
chemical. 
   

50% 

2. Identify and explain the role of 
functional groups in organic reactions 
and construct reaction pathways 
using organic molecules. 
 

50% 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Analyse chemical and energy 
transformations occurring in chemical 
reactions. 

50% 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved all outcomes via an 
extended experimental investigation, written reports of practical activities, a summary report 
including annotations of at least three practical activities relating to energy transformations 
occurring in chemical reactions. Other assessment tasks include a response to stimulus 
material and an analysis of first and/or second-hand data. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework  20%  
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework  20% 
2.5 hour End of Year Examination    60% 
(External Assessment) 

 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required. Units 1 and 2 Chemistry are preferred. 
 
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study 
Score. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 COMPUTING 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
Digital systems are developing at a fast and rapid pace and, together with the increasing 
availability of digitised data and information is significantly influencing many aspects of society 
and the economy. VCE Computing supports students to participate in a globalised society and 
economy as they learn how to exploit the capabilities of digital systems and manage risks when 
communicating and collaborating with others locally and globally. The study provides students 
with practical opportunities to create digital solutions for real-world problems in a range of 
settings, developing an essential tool set for current and future learning, work and social 
endeavours. In Units 1 & 2 students will both study and apply various software tools. 

VCE Computing provides a pathway to further studies in areas such as computer science, 
information systems, business, systems engineering, robotics, linguistics, logistics, database 
management and software development, and to careers in digital-technologies based areas 
such as information architecture, web design, business analysis and project management. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 1: Computing Unit 2: Computing 
Focus is on how data, information and 
networked digital systems can be used to meet 
a range of users’ current and future needs. 
Students collect primary data when 
investigating an issue, practice or event and 
create a digital solution that graphically 
presents the findings of the investigation. They 
examine the technical underpinnings of 
wireless and mobile networks, and security 
controls to protect stored and transmitted data, 
to design a network solution that meets an 
identified need or opportunity. They predict the 
impact on users if the network solution were 
implemented. Students acquire and apply their 
knowledge of information architecture and user 
interfaces, together with web authoring skills, 
when creating a website to present different 
viewpoints on a contemporary issue. 

 

In this unit the focus is on data and how the 
application of computational, design and 
systems thinking skills support the creation of 
solutions that automate the processing of data. 
Students develop their computational thinking 
skills when using a programming or scripting 
language to create solutions. They engage in 
the design and development stages of the 
problem-solving methodology. They also 
develop a sound understanding of data and 
how a range of software tools can be used to 
extract data from large repositories and 
manipulate it to create visualisations that are 
clear, usable and attractive, and reduce the 
complexity of data. Finally students apply all 
stages of the problem-solving methodology to 
create a solution using database management 
software and explain how they are personally 
affected by their interactions with a database 
system. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 COMPUTING  
 
Outcomes 
 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
1. Acquire, secure and interpret data, and 
design and develop a graphic solution that 
communicates the findings of an investigation. 

1. Design working modules in response to 
solution requirements, and use a programming 
or scripting language to develop the modules. 

2. Design a network with wireless capability 
that meets an identified need or opportunity, 
explain its configuration and predict risks and 
benefits for intended users. 

2. Apply the problem-solving methodology and 
use appropriate software tools to extract 
relevant data and create a data visualisation 
that meets a specified user’s needs. 

3. Design and develop a website 
collaboratively with others that presents an 
analysis of a contemporary issue and the 
team’s point of view on the issue. 

3. Apply the problem-solving methodology to 
create a solution using database management 
software, and explain the personal benefits 
and risks of interacting with a database. 

	  
Assessment 
	  
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: visual presentations, oral presentations, written reports and for Unit 2 
using digital systems and techniques, creating a solution in response to a need or opportunity. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
40% to the overall grade for this subject.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 COMPUTING: INFORMATICS 
 

Subject Introduction 
 
Digital systems are developing at a fast and rapid pace and, together with the increasing 
availability of digitised data and information is significantly influencing many aspects of society 
and the economy. VCE Computing supports students to participate in a globalised society and 
economy as they learn how to exploit the capabilities of digital systems and manage risks when 
communicating and collaborating with others locally and globally. The study provides students 
with practical opportunities to create digital solutions for real-world problems in a range of 
settings, developing an essential tool set for current and future learning, work and social 
endeavours. In Units 3 & 4 students will both study and apply various software tools and focus 
on data, information and information systems. 

VCE Computing provides a pathway to further studies in areas such as computer science, 
information systems, business, systems engineering, robotics, linguistics, logistics, database 
management and software development, and to careers in digital-technologies based areas 
such as information architecture, web design, business analysis and project management. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 3: Informatics Unit 4: Informatics 
Students consider data and how it is acquired, 
managed, manipulated and interpreted to meet 
a range of needs. They investigate the way 
organisations acquire data using interactive 
online solutions, such as websites and 
applications (apps), and consider how users 
interact with these solutions when conducting 
online transactions. They examine how 
relational database management systems 
(RDBMS) store and manipulate data typically 
acquired this way. Students use software to 
create user flow diagrams that depict how 
users interact with online solutions, and 
acquire and apply knowledge and skills in the 
use of an RDBMS to create a solution. 

Students develop an understanding of the 
power and risks of using complex data as a 
basis for decision-making. Students complete 
the first part of a project. They frame a 
hypothesis and then select, acquire and 
organise data from multiple data sets to 
confirm or refute this hypothesis. This data is 
manipulated using tools such as spreadsheets 
or databases to help analyse and interpret it so 
that students can form a conclusion regarding 
their hypothesis. Students take an organised 
approach to problem solving by preparing 
project plans and monitoring the progress of 
the project. The second part of the project is 
completed in unit 4. 

Students focus on strategies and techniques 
for manipulating, managing and securing data 
and information to meet a range of needs. 
They draw on the analysis and conclusion of 
their hypothesis determined in Unit 3, 
Outcome 2, and then design, develop and 
evaluate a multimodal, online solution that 
effectively communicates the conclusion and 
findings. The evaluation focuses on the 
effectiveness of the solution in communicating 
the conclusion and the reasonableness of the 
findings. Students use their project plan to 
monitor their progress and assess the 
effectiveness of their plan and adjustments in 
managing the project. 

In Area of Study 2, students explore how 
different organisations manage the storage 
and disposal of data and information to 
minimise threats to the integrity and security of 
data and information and to optimise the 
handling of information. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 COMPUTING: INFORMATICS  
 

Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
1. Design a solution, develop it using a 
relational database management 
system, and diagrammatically 
represent how users interact with an 
online solution when supplying data for 
a transaction. 
 

100% 2. Compare and contrast the 
effectiveness of information 
management strategies used by two 
organisations to manage the storage 
and disposal of data and information, 
and recommend improvements to their 
current practices. 
 

100% 

School Assessed Task (Across Units 3 & 4) 
Unit 3.2 Use a range of appropriate techniques and processes to acquire, prepare, 
manipulate and interpret complex data to confirm or refute a hypothesis, and formulate a 
project plan to manage progress. 
Unit 4.1 Design, develop and evaluate a multimodal online solution that confirms or 
refutes a hypothesis, and assess the effectiveness of the project plan in managing 
progress. 
 

100% 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes for Unit 3 
via a relational database management system solution and annotated diagrammatical 
representation in response to a design brief. Outcome 2 for Unit 4 is assessed via a written 
report or annotated visual report. 
 
Students will be required to complete a School Assessed Task which comprises of a report, a 
collection of data sets and information derived from them, a project plan, a folio of alternative 
design ideas and details of preferred design, multimodal online solution and a written evaluation 
and assessment of the solution. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework  10%  
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework  10% 
School Assessed Task   30% 
2 hour End of Year Examination    50% 
(External Assessment) 

 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required. 
 
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study 
Score. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 ENGLISH 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
VCE English focuses on how English language is used to create meaning in written, spoken 
and multimodal texts of varying complexity. Literary texts selected for study are drawn from the 
past and present, from Australia and from other cultures. Other texts are selected for analysis 
and presentation of argument. The study is intended to meet the needs of students with a wide 
range of expectations and aspirations, including those for whom English is an additional 
language.  
 
In Unit 1 students read and respond to texts analytically and creatively. They analyse 
arguments and the use of persuasive language in texts and create their own texts intended to 
position audiences. In Unit 2 students compare the presentation of ideas, issues and themes in 
texts. They analyse arguments presented and the use of persuasive language in texts and 
create their own texts intended to position audiences. Students develop their skills in creating 
written, spoken and multimodal texts in both Units. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 1:    Unit 2:    
Students explore how meaning is created in a 
text. They identify, discuss and analyse 
decisions authors have made and explore how 
authors use structures, conventions and 
language to represent characters, settings, 
events, explore themes, and build the world of 
the text for the reader. Students investigate 
how the meaning of a text is affected by the 
contexts in which it is created and read.  

Students focus on the analysis and 
construction of texts that attempt to influence 
an audience. Students read a range of texts 
that attempt to position audiences in a variety 
of ways. They explore the use of language for 
persuasive effect and the structure and 
presentation of argument. Students consider 
the contention of texts; the development of the 
argument including logic and reasoning, tone 
and bias; and the intended audience. Students 
consider how authors craft texts to support and 
extend the impact of an argument. In 
considering the presentation of arguments in 
oral form, students also learn about the 
conventions of oral communication for 
persuasive purposes. Students consider the 
persuasive impact of tone, diction and 
audience engagement in the presentation of a 
viewpoint.  

Students practise written analysis of the 
presentation of argument and the use of 
language to position the intended audience.  

Students explore how comparing texts can 
provide a deeper understanding of ideas, 
issues and themes. They investigate how the 
reader’s understanding of one text is 
broadened and deepened when considered in 
relation to another text. Students explore how 
features of texts, including structures, 
conventions and language convey ideas, 
issues and themes that reflect and explore the 
world and human experiences, including 
historical and social contexts. Students 
practise their listening and speaking skills 
through discussion, developing their ideas and 
thinking in relation to the texts studied.  
Students produce a written comparison of 
selected texts, discussing important similarities 
and differences, and exploring how the texts 
deal with similar or related ideas, issues or 
themes from different perspectives.  

Students build on their understanding of 
argument and the use of persuasive language 
in texts. Students consider a range of texts 
where the primary purpose is to convince an 
audience to share a point of view. They 
develop an understanding of how texts are 
constructed for specific persuasive effects by 
identifying and discussing the impact of 
argument and persuasive language used to 
influence an audience. In addition to 
developing critical analysis of the use of 
language and the presentation of argument in 
texts, students practise presenting arguments 
and points of view in writing.  
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UNIT 1 & 2 ENGLISH  
 
Outcomes 
 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
1. Produce analytical and creative responses 
to texts. 
 

1. Compare the presentation of ideas, issues 
and themes in two texts. 

2. Analyse how argument and persuasive 
language can be used to position audiences, 
and create their own texts intended to position 
audiences. 

2. Identify and analyse how argument and 
persuasive language are used in text/s that 
attempt to influence an audience, and create a 
text which presents a point of view. 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed in Unit 1 on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes 
via any of the following: an analytical response to a set text, a creative response to a set text 
such as a monologue, script, short story, illustrated narrative, short film or graphic text, 
an analysis of the use of argument and persuasive language in text/s, a text intended to 
position an audience. Assessment tasks for Outcome 1 must include at least one analytical and 
one creative response to set texts. One assessment task, but no more than one task, in Unit 1 
must be in oral or multimodal form. 
 
In Unit 2 students will be assessed via any of the following:  a comparative analytical response 
to set texts, a persuasive text that presents an argument or viewpoint or an analysis of the use 
of argument and persuasive language in text/s. Assessments tasks for Outcomes 1 and 2 must 
be in written form.  
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
40% to the overall grade for this subject.  

 
Prerequisites 
 
English is compulsory. 

 
 

  



VCE Subject Selection Handbook  
37  

UNIT 3 & 4 ENGLISH 
 

Subject Introduction 
 
The benefit to studying English is the development of a student’s literary skills. Unit 3 & 4 
English continues to develop critical and imaginative thinking, aesthetic appreciation and 
creativity. Effective use of the English language in both written and oral form and in specific 
contexts enables students to better function in the world of study and work. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 3 Unit 4 
Focus is on reading and responding both orally 
and in writing to a range of texts. Students 
analyse how the authors of texts create 
meaning and the different ways in which texts 
can be interpreted. 
 
Students will develop competence in creating 
written texts by exploring ideas suggested by 
their reading within the chosen context, and 
the ability to explain choices they have made 
as authors. 

Focus is on reading and responding in writing 
to a range of texts in order to analyse their 
construction and provide an interpretation.  

Students create written or multimodal texts 
suggested by their reading within the chosen 
context and explain creative choices they have 
made as authors in relation to form, purpose, 
language, audience and context. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 ENGLISH  
 

Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
1. Analyse, either orally or in writing, 
how a selected text constructs 
meaning, conveys ideas and values, 
and is open to a range of 
interpretations. 

30% 1. Develop and justify a detailed 
interpretation of a selected text. 

50% 

2. Draw on ideas and/or arguments 
suggested by a chosen context to 
create written texts for a specified 
audience and purpose; and to discuss 
and analyse in writing their decisions 
about form, purpose, language, 
audience and context. 

30% 2. Draw on ideas and/or arguments 
suggested by a chosen context to 
create written texts for a specified 
audience and purpose; and to discuss 
and analyse in writing their decisions 
about form, purpose, language, 
audience and context. 

50% 

3. Analyse the use of language in 
texts that present a point of view on 
an issue currently debated in the 
Australian media, and to construct, 
orally or in writing, a sustained and 
reasoned point of view on the 
selected issue. 

40%   

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved all outcomes via a 
variety of written and oral texts.  
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework  25%  
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework  25% 
3 hour End of Year Examination    50% 
(External Assessment) 

 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required, although satisfactory completion of Unit 1 & 2 preferred. 
 
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study 
Score. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 FOOD AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
Unit 1 & 2 Food and Technology provides students with knowledge of the physical, chemical, 
sensory and functional properties of food and develop skills to prepare food safely and 
hygienically. Students will have the opportunity to develop necessary skills to create food 
products to suit specific situations or to meet the needs of individual consumers and their 
lifestyles.  

Unit 1 & 2 Food and Technology would be relevant to students who are interested in pursuing a 
pathway in food science, child care and education, community services and aged care, 
hospitality and food manufacturing, nutrition and health. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 1: Food safety and properties of food Unit 2:  Planning and preparation of food 
Students study safe and hygienic food 
handling and storage practices to prevent food 
spoilage and food poisoning, and apply these 
practices in the preparation of food.  They 
consider food preparation practices suitable for 
use in a small-scale food operation, such as in 
the home, a school setting or in a small food 
business.  Students consider the selection and 
use of a range of tools and equipment suitable 
for use in food preparation.  They also 
examine the links between classification of 
foods and their properties and investigate 
changes in properties of food when prepared 
or processed.  Students apply their knowledge 
through food preparation.  They investigate 
quality and ethical considerations in food 
selection and learn to meet the requirements 
of a design brief. 

Students investigate the most appropriate tools 
and equipment to produce optimum results, 
including the latest developments in food 
technology.  Students research, analyse and 
apply the most suitable food preparation, 
processing and cooking techniques to optimize 
the physical, sensory and chemical properties 
of food.  Students have the opportunity to work 
independently or in teams to research and 
implement a design brief, demonstrating safe 
and hygienic food preparation for a range of 
contexts and consumers and taking into 
account nutritional, social and cultural 
influences and the resources available.  They 
also explore environmental considerations 
when planning and preparing meals. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 FOOD AND TECHNOLOGY  
 
Outcomes 
 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
1. Explain and apply safe and hygienic work 
practices when storing, preparing and 
processing food. 

1. Use a range of tools and equipment to 
demonstrate skills and implement processes in 
the preparation, processing, cooking and 
presentation of key foods to maximise their 
properties.   

2. Analyse the physical, sensory, chemical 
and functional properties of key foods, and 
select, prepare and process foods safely and 
hygienically to optimise these properties using 
the design process. 
 

2. Use the design process to plan, safely and 
hygienically prepare and evaluate meals for a 
range of contexts, individually and as a 
member of a team. 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via any of 
the following: production work and records of production, designing and developing a solution in 
response to a design brief, tests, practical tests, short written reports, oral reports supported by 
visual presentations, and online publication/communication. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
30% to the overall grade for this subject.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 FOOD AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Subject Introduction 
 
Unit 3 & 4 Food and Technology furthers students’ knowledge of the physical, chemical, 
sensory and functional properties of food and develop skills to prepare food safely and 
hygienically. Through the completion of their folio task students will have the opportunity to 
enhance their knowledge skills to develop food products to suit specific situations or to meet the 
needs of individual consumers and their lifestyles.  

Unit 3 & 4 Food and Technology would be of interest to students who are interested in pursuing 
a pathway in food science, child care and education, community services and aged care, 
hospitality and food manufacturing, nutrition and health. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 3: Food preparation, processing and 
food controls 

Unit 4: Food product development and 
emerging trends 

Students develop their knowledge of the 
natural components and cooking techniques 
for key foods.  They investigate the causes of 
food spoilage and develop their understanding 
of processing techniques that prevent food 
spoilage in domestic and industrial settings, 
and the relevant regulations that apply to food 
safety in Australia.       
 
Students create a design brief from which they 
develop a design plan and time line to be 
implemented in Unit 4.  In this plan they apply 
their knowledge about key foods, properties of 
food, tools, equipment, cooking techniques, 
preservation techniques and safe work 
practices. 

Students work independently to implement the 
design plan established in Unit 3.  They will 
apply food safety and hygiene guidelines and 
evaluate the success of the product planning 
and processes described in the design plan. 
 
Students also develop an understanding of 
how food products are developed, including 
contributing factors, packaging and packaging 
systems, marketing, and emerging trends 
including societal pressures to improve health, 
technological developments and 
environmental considerations.	  
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UNIT 3 & 4 FOOD AND TECHNOLOGY  
 
Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
1. Explain the roles and 
responsibilities of and the 
relationship between national, state 
and local authorities in ensuring and 
maintaining food safety within 
Australia. 
 

33% 2. Analyse driving forces related to food 
product development, analyse new and 
emerging food products, and explain 
processes involved in the development 
and marketing of food products.   

100% 

2. Analyse preparation, processing 
and preservation techniques for key 
foods, and prepare foods safely and 
hygienically using these techniques. 
 

67% 
 
 
 
 

  

School Assessed Task (Across Units 3 & 4) 
Unit 3.3 Develop a design brief, evaluation criteria and a design plan for the 
development of a food product. 
 
Unit 4.1 Safely and hygienically implement the production plans for a set of four to six 
food items that comprise the product, evaluate the sensory properties of the food items, 
evaluate the product using the evaluation criteria, and evaluate the efficiency and 
effectiveness of production activities. 
 

100% 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via any of 
the following: production work and records of production, designing and developing a solution in 
response to a design brief, tests, practical tests, short written reports, oral reports supported by 
visual presentations, and online publication/communication. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework  18%  
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework  12% 
School Assessed Task   40% 
1.5 hour End of Year Examination    30% 
(External Assessment) 

 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required. 
 
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study  
Score. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 HEALTH AND HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
Unit 1 & 2 Health and Human Development assists students with the skills and knowledge to 
make informed decisions about their own health and to recognise the importance of health in 
society. 
 
This subject would be of interest to students who intend to pursue further study in the areas of 
health promotion, community health research and policy development, humanitarian aid work, 
allied health practices, education and the health profession.  
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 1: The health and development of 
Australia’s youth 

Unit 2: Individual human development and 
health issues 

Focuses on the health and individual human 
development of Australia’s youth. 

Students identify issues that have an impact 
on the health and individual human 
development of Australia’s youth. Students 
investigate one health issue in detail and 
analyse personal, community and government 
strategies or programs that affect youth health 
and individual human development. 

 

Focuses on the health and individual human 
development for the lifespan stages of 
prenatal, childhood and adulthood. 

Students identify issues that affect the health 
and individual human development of 
Australia’s mothers and babies, children and 
adults. Students investigate health issues in 
detail and analyse personal, community and 
government strategies and programs that 
affect the health and individual human 
development of mothers and babies, children 
and adults. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT  
 
Outcomes 
 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
1. Describe the dimensions of, and the 
interrelationships within and between, youth 
health and individual human development, and 
analyse the health status of Australia’s youth 
using appropriate measurements. 

1. Describe and explain factors that affect the 
health and individual human development 
during the prenatal stage. 
 
   

2. Describe and explain the factors that have 
an impact on the health and individual human 
development of Australia’s youth, outline 
health issues relevant to Australia’s youth and, 
in relation to a specific health issue, analyse 
strategies or programs that have an impact on 
youth health and development. 

2. Describe and explain factors that affect the 
health and individual human development of 
Australia’s children. 
 

 3.  Describe and explain the factors that affect 
the health and individual human development 
of Australia’s adults.  
 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: tests, case study analyses, data analyses, visual, oral and/or 
multimedia presentations, a blog or a written report or research assignment. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
40% to the overall grade for this subject.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 HEALTH AND HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT 

 
Subject Introduction 
 
Unit 3 & 4 Health and Human Development continues to build on the knowledge and skills of 
students to make informed decisions about their own health and to recognise the importance of 
health in Australian society and in a global context.  
 
This subject would be of interest to students who intend to pursue further study in the areas of 
health promotion, community health research and policy development, humanitarian aid work, 
allied health practices, education and the health profession.  
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 3: Australia’s health Unit 4: Global health and human 

development 
In this unit students investigate how health is 
measured and how the health of Australian’s 
may still be improved. 
 
Students explore the Government initiatives 
and funding for the Australian health system. 

This unit takes a global perspective on 
achieving sustainable improvements in health 
and human development. In the context of this 
unit human development is about creating an 
environment in which people can develop to 
their full potential and lead productive, creative 
lives in accord with their needs and interests. 

Students examine the United Nations 
Millennium Development Goals and the World 
Health Organisation. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT  
 
Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
1a. Compare the health status of 
Australia’s population with that of 
other developed countries, compare 
and explain the variations in health 
status of population groups within 
Australia. 
 
1b. Discuss the role of the National 
Health Priority Areas in improving 
Australia’s health status. 

30% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
30% 

1a. Analyse factors contributing to 
variations in health status between 
Australia and developing countries. 
 
1b. Evaluate progress towards the 
United Nations’ Millennium 
Development Goals. 

25% 
 
 
 
25% 

2. Discuss and analyse approaches to 
health and health promotion, and 
describe Australia’s health system 
and the different roles of government 
and non- government organisations in 
promoting health. 

40% 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Describe and evaluate programs 
implemented by international and 
Australian government and non-
government organisations, and 
analyse the interrelationships between 
health, human development and 
sustainability. 

50% 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: tests, case study analyses, data analyses, visual, oral and/or 
multimedia presentations, a blog or a written report or research assignment. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework  25%  
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework  25% 
2 hour End of Year Examination    50% 
(External Assessment) 

 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required. 
 
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study 
Score. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 HISTORY: 20th CENTURY 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
History involves inquiry into human action in the past, to make meaning of the past using 
primary sources as evidence. Although history deals with the particular – specific individuals 
and key events – the potential scope of historical inquiry is vast and formed by the questions 
that historians pursue, the availability of sources and the capacity of historians to interpret those 
sources. VCE History reflects this range of inquiry by enabling students to engage with a range 
of times, people, places and ideas. Twentieth century History examines the aftermath of the 
Great War as well as the causes and consequences of World War Two.  
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 1: Twentieth century history 1918-1939 Unit 2: Twentieth century history 1945-2000 
Students explore the nature of political, social 
and cultural change in the period between the 
world wars.  

World War One (WW1) is regarded by many 
as marking the beginning of twentieth century 
history since it represented such a complete 
departure from the past and heralded changes 
that were to have an impact for decades. The 
post-war treaties ushered in a period where 
the world was, to a large degree, reshaped 
with new borders, movements, ideologies and 
power structures. These changes affected 
developments in Europe, the USA, Asia, Africa 
and the Middle East. Economic instability 
caused by the Great Depression contributed to 
the development of political movements. 
Despite ideals about future peace, reflected in 
the establishment of the League of Nations, 
the world was again overtaken by war in 1939.  
 
The period after WW1 was characterised by 
significant social and cultural change in the 
contrasting decades of the 1920s and 1930s. 
New fascist governments used the military, 
education and propaganda to impose controls 
on the way people lived, to exclude particular 
groups of people and silence criticism. In 
Germany, the persecution of the Jewish 
people intensified. In the USSR, millions were 
forced to work in state-owned factories and 
farms and had limited personal freedom. 
Japan became increasingly militarised and 
anti-western. In the USA, the consumerism 
and material progress of the 1920s was 
tempered by the Great Crash of 1929. Writers, 
artists, musicians, choreographers and 
filmmakers reflected, promoted or resisted 
political, economic and social changes.  

In Unit 2 students explore the nature and 
impact of the Cold War and challenges and 
changes to existing political, economic and 
social arrangements in the second half of the 
twentieth century.  

The establishment of the United Nations in 
1945 was intended to take an internationalist 
approach to avoiding warfare, resolving 
political tensions and addressing threats to 
human life and safety. The Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights adopted in 1948 
was the first global expression of human 
rights.  

Despite internationalist moves, the second half 
of the twentieth century was dominated by the 
competing ideologies of democracy and 
communism, setting the backdrop for the Cold 
War.  

This period also saw challenge and change to 
the established order in many countries. The 
continuation of moves towards decolonisation 
led to independence movements in former 
colonies in Africa, the Middle East, Asia and 
the Pacific. New countries were created and 
independence was achieved through both 
military and diplomatic means. Old conflicts 
also continued and terrorism became 
increasingly global. The second half of the 
twentieth century also saw the rise of social 
movements that challenged existing values 
and traditions, such as the civil rights 
movement, feminism and environmental 
movements.  
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UNIT 1 & 2 HISTORY: 20th CENTURY  
 
Outcomes 
 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
1. Explain the consequences of the peace 
treaties which ended World War One, the 
impact of ideologies on nations and the events 
that led to World War Two.  
 

1. Explain the ideological divisions in the post-
war period and analyse the nature, 
development and impact of the Cold War on 
nations and people, in relation to one or more 
particular conflicts in the period.  
  

2. Explain patterns of social life and cultural 
change in one or more contexts, and analyse 
the factors which influenced changes to social 
life and culture, in the inter-war years.  
 

2. Explain the causes and nature of challenge 
and change in relation to two selected contexts 
in the second half of the twentieth century and 
analyse the consequences for nations and 
people.  
 

 
Assessment 
	  
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: a historical inquiry, an analysis of primary sources, an analysis of 
historical interpretations, or an essay. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
40% to the overall grade for this subject.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 HISTORY: REVOLUTIONS 
 

Subject Introduction 
 
In Units 3 and 4 Revolutions students investigate the significant historical causes and 
consequences of political revolution. Revolutions represent great ruptures in time and are a 
major turning point which brings about the collapse and destruction of an existing political order 
resulting in a pervasive change to society. Revolutions are caused by the interplay of ideas, 
events, individuals and popular movements. Their consequences have a profound effect on the 
political and social structures of the post-revolutionary society. Revolution is a dramatically 
accelerated process whereby the new order attempts to create political and social change and 
transformation based on a new ideology. Progress in a post-revolutionary society is not 
guaranteed or inevitable. Post-revolutionary regimes are often threatened internally by civil war 
and externally by foreign threats. These challenges can result in a compromise of revolutionary 
ideals and extreme measures of violence, oppression and terror.  
 
In these units students develop an understanding of the complexity and multiplicity of causes 
and consequences in the revolutionary narrative. They construct an argument about the past 
using primary sources as evidence and evaluate the extent to which the revolution brought 
change to the lives of people. They consider how perspectives of the revolution give an insight 
into the continuity and change experienced by those who lived through dramatic revolutionary 
moments. Students evaluate historical interpretations about the causes and consequences of 
revolution and the effects of change instigated by the new order.  
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 3: American Revolution of 1776 Unit 4: Russian Revolution of October 1917 
Students consider the following questions in 
the context of the American Revolution: 
• What were the significant causes of 

revolution?  
• How did the actions of popular movements 

and particular individuals contribute to 
triggering a revolution?  

• To what extent did social tensions and 
ideological conflicts contribute to the 
outbreak of revolution?  

• How did the consequences of revolution 
shape the new order?  

• How did the new regime consolidate its 
power?  

• How did the revolution affect the 
experiences of those who lived through it?  

• To what extent was society changed and 
revolutionary ideas achieved?  

Students consider the following questions in 
the context of the Russian Revolution: 
• What were the significant causes of 

revolution?  
• How did the actions of popular movements 

and particular individuals contribute to 
triggering a revolution?  

• To what extent did social tensions and 
ideological conflicts contribute to the 
outbreak of revolution?  

• How did the consequences of revolution 
shape the new order?  

• How did the new regime consolidate its 
power?  

• How did the revolution affect the 
experiences of those who lived through it?  

• To what extent was society changed and 
revolutionary ideas achieved?  
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UNIT 3 & 4 HISTORY: REVOLUTIONS  
 

Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
1. Analyse the causes of revolution, 
and evaluate the contribution of 
significant ideas, events, individuals 
and popular movements.  
 

50% 1. Analyse the causes of revolution, 
and evaluate the contribution of 
significant ideas, events, individuals 
and popular movements. 

50% 

2. Analyse the consequences of 
revolution and evaluate the extent of 
change brought to society.  

50% 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Analyse the consequences of 
revolution and evaluate the extent of 
change brought to society. 

50% 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: a historical inquiry, an analysis of primary sources, an analysis of 
historical interpretations, or an essay. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework  25%  
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework  25% 
2 hour End of Year Examination    50% 
(External Assessment) 

 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required. A Unit 1 and 2 History study is preferred. 
 
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study 
Score. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 LEGAL STUDIES 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
Unit 1 & 2 Legal Studies provides students with an introduction to the worlds of Criminal law 
and Civil law. Students examine the justice system and consider its fairness, as well as the 
areas of alternate dispute resolution. 
 
This subject would be of interest to students who intend to pursue further study in 
business/commerce or justice, including law enforcement, criminal justice and community and 
health services. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 1: Criminal law in action Unit 2: Issues in civil law 
Students examine the need for laws; 
investigate key features of criminal law, 
consider the role of parliament and 
subordinate bodies in law-making and the 
impact of the Victorian Charter of Rights and 
Responsibilities on Victorian law enforcement 
and adjudication. 

Students investigate the processes and 
procedures followed by courts in hearing and 
resolving criminal cases; and consider the 
effectiveness of the criminal justice system in 
achieving justice. 

 

Civil law regulates the rights and 
responsibilities that exist between individuals, 
groups and organisations. If legal rights have 
been infringed, the aggrieved party may 
pursue legal action through the court system, 
through a tribunal, or by using one of the 
methods of dispute resolution. 

Students examine the rights that are protected, 
as well as obligations that laws impose. They 
investigate types of civil laws and the 
resolution of civil disputes through judicial 
determination and alternative methods. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 LEGAL STUDIES  
 
Outcomes 
 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
1. Explain the need for effective laws and 
describe the main sources and types of law in 
society. 

1. Explain the principles of civil law, law-
making by courts, and elements of torts, and 
apply these to relevant cases. 

2. Explain the key principles and types of 
criminal law, apply the key principles to 
relevant cases, and discuss the impact of 
criminal activity on the individual and society.  

2. Explain and evaluate the processes for the 
resolution of civil disputes.  
 
 

3. Describe the processes for the resolution of 
criminal cases, and discuss the capacity of 
these processes to achieve justice.  

3. Explain one or more area/s of civil law, and 
discuss the legal system’s capacity to respond 
to issues and disputes related to the selected 
area/s of law.  

 4. Describe an Australian case illustrating 
rights issues, and discuss the impact of the 
case on the legal system and the rights of 
individuals.  

 
Assessment 
	  
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: structured assignment, essay; mock court or role-play; folio and 
report; case study; test; report (written, visual, oral or multimedia).  
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
40% to the overall grade for this subject.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 LEGAL STUDIES 
 

Subject Introduction 
 
Unit 3 & 4 Legal Studies explores, in more detail, the institutions that determine our laws, and 
their law-making powers and processes. It also examines the institutions that resolve disputes 
and analyses the effectiveness of the legal system. 
 
This subject would be of interest to students who intend to pursue further study in 
business/commerce or justice, including law enforcement, criminal justice and community and 
health services. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 3: Law-making Unit 4: Resolution and justice 
In this unit students develop an understanding 
of the institutions that determine our laws, their 
powers and processes. Students develop an 
appreciation of the complex nature of law-
making. 
 
Students develop an understanding of the 
Commonwealth Constitution in their lives and 
on society as a whole, and of the role of the 
High Court. 
 
Students investigate the importance of courts 
as law-makers and evaluate their effectiveness 
as such. 

Students examine the institutions that 
adjudicate criminal and civil disputes and 
investigate methods of dispute resolution.  
 
Students investigate the processes and 
procedures followed in courtrooms and 
develop an understanding of the adversary 
system of trial and jury system as well as trial 
and pre-trial procedures. 
 
Students consider the extent to which court 
processes contribute to the effective operation 
of the legal system, and consider reforms or 
changes that could further improve its effective 
operation. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 LEGAL STUDIES  
 
Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
1. Explain the structure and role of 
parliament, including its processes and 
effectiveness as a law-making body, 
describe why legal change is needed, and 
the means by which such change can be 
influenced. 

25% 1. Describe and evaluate the 
effectiveness of institutions and 
methods for the determination of 
criminal cases and the resolution 
of civil disputes. 

 
   

40% 

2. Explain the role of the Commonwealth 
Constitution in defining law-making powers 
within a federal structure, analyse the 
means by which law-making powers may 
change, and evaluate the effectiveness of 
the Commonwealth Constitution in 
protecting human rights.  
 

50% 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Explain the processes and 
procedures for the resolution of 
criminal cases and civil disputes, 
and evaluate their operation and 
application, and evaluate the 
effectiveness of the legal system.  
 

60% 

3. Describe the role and operation of 
courts in law-making, evaluate their 
effectiveness as law-making bodies and 
discuss their relationship with parliament. 

25%   

	  
Assessment 
	  
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: a case study; structured questions; a test; an essay; a report in 
written format; a report in multimedia format and a folio of exercises. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework  25%  
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework  25% 
2 hour End of Year Examination    50% 
(External Assessment) 

 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required. 
 
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study 
Score.  
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MATHEMATICS: 
UNIT 1 & 2 GENERAL MATHEMATICS 

 
Subject Introduction 
 
General Mathematics Units 1 and 2 provides for a range of courses of study involving non-
calculus based topics for a broad range of students and may be implemented in various ways to 
reflect student interests in, and applications of, mathematics. They incorporate topics that 
provide preparation for various combinations of studies at Units 3 and 4 and cover assumed 
knowledge and skills for those units. Some students will not study Mathematics beyond Units 1 
and 2, while others will intend to study Further Mathematics Units 3 and 4. The areas of study 
for General Mathematics Unit 1 and Unit 2 are ‘Algebra and structure’, ‘Arithmetic and number’, 
‘Discrete mathematics’, ‘Geometry, measurement and trigonometry’, ‘Graphs of linear and non-
linear relations’ and ‘Statistics’. 

Students are reminded to confirm tertiary entrance requirements when selecting their 
mathematics program. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
To suit the range of students entering the 
study, content will be selected from the six 
areas of study: Algebra and structure, 
arithmetic and number, discrete mathematics, 
geometry, measurement and trigonometry, 
graphs of linear and non-linear relations and 
statistics. Because of the core content of Units 
3 & 4 Further Mathematics, arithmetic and 
number and statistics will be covered. 

In undertaking these units, students are 
expected to be able to apply techniques, 
routines and processes involving rational and 
real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams 
and geometric constructions, algebraic 
manipulation, equations and graphs with and 
without the use of technology. They should 
have facility with relevant mental and by-hand 
approaches to estimation and computation. 
The use of numerical, graphical, geometric, 
symbolic, financial and statistical functionality 
of technology for teaching and learning 
mathematics, for working mathematically, and 
in related assessment, is to be incorporated 
throughout each unit as applicable.  

Unit 2 is designed to progress from Unit 1 and 
content will be selected from the six areas of 
study: Algebra and structure, arithmetic and 
number, discrete mathematics, geometry, 
measurement and trigonometry, graphs of 
linear and non-linear relations and statistics. 
Because of the core content of Units 3 & 4 
Further Mathematics, arithmetic and number 
and statistics will be covered. 

In undertaking these units, students are 
expected to be able to apply techniques, 
routines and processes involving rational and 
real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams 
and geometric constructions, algebraic 
manipulation, equations and graphs with and 
without the use of technology. They should 
have facility with relevant mental and by-hand 
approaches to estimation and computation. 
The use of numerical, graphical, geometric, 
symbolic, financial and statistical functionality 
of technology for teaching and learning 
mathematics, for working mathematically, and 
in related assessment, is to be incorporated 
throughout each unit as applicable.  
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UNIT 1 & 2 GENERAL MATHEMATICS  
 
Outcomes 
 
Units 1 & 2 
1. Define and explain key concepts as specified in the selected content from the areas of study, 
and apply a range of related mathematical routines and procedures. 

2. Select and apply mathematical facts, concepts, models and techniques from the topics 
covered in the unit to investigate and analyse extended application problems in a range of 
contexts.  
3. Select and use numerical, graphical, symbolic and statistical functionalities of technology to 
develop mathematical ideas, produce results and carry out analysis in situations requiring 
problem-solving, modelling or investigative techniques or approaches.  

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: assignments, tests, problem solving tasks, modelling tasks, 
mathematical investigations and summary or review notes.    
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
40% to the overall grade for this subject.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
Access to subject will be based on the recommendation of a member of the Mathematics 
Faculty. 
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MATHEMATICS: 
UNIT 3 & 4 FURTHER MATHEMATICS 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
Further Mathematics Units 3 and 4 are designed to be widely accessible and comprise a 
combination of non-calculus based content from a prescribed core and a selection of two from 
four possible modules across a range of application contexts. They provide general preparation 
for employment or further study, in particular where data analysis, recursion and number 
patterns are important. The assumed knowledge and skills for the Further Mathematics Units 3 
and 4 prescribed core are covered in specified topics from General Mathematics Units 1 and 2. 
Students who have done only Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 will also have had access to 
assumed knowledge and skills to undertake Further Mathematics but may need to undertake 
some supplementary study of statistics content. Further Mathematics consists of two areas of 
study, a compulsory Core area of study to be completed in Unit 3 and an Applications area of 
study to be completed in Unit 4. 
 
Students are reminded to confirm tertiary entrance requirements when selecting their 
mathematics program. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 3: Core Unit 4: Applications 
The Core comprises ‘Data analysis’ and 
‘Recursion and financial modelling’. ‘Data 
analysis’ comprises 40 per cent of the content 
to be covered, ‘Recursion and financial 
modelling’ comprises 20 per cent of the 
content to be covered. Assumed knowledge 
and skills for the Core are contained in the 
General Mathematics Units 1 and 2 topics: 
‘Computation and practical arithmetic’, 
‘Investigating and comparing data 
distributions’, ‘Investigating relationships 
between two numerical variables’, ‘Linear 
graphs and modelling’, ‘Linear relations and 
equations’, and ‘Number patterns and 
recursion’. 

Students are expected to be able to apply 
techniques, routines and processes involving 
rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and 
tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, 
algebraic manipulation, equations, and graphs. 
They should have a facility with relevant 
mental and by-hand approaches to estimation 
and computation. The use of numerical, 
graphical, geometric, symbolic, financial and 
statistical functionality of technology for 
teaching and learning mathematics, for 
working mathematically, and in related 
assessment, is to be incorporated throughout 
each unit as applicable. 

The Applications comprises two modules to be 
completed in their entirety, from a selection of 
four possible modules: ‘Matrices’, ‘Networks 
and decision mathematics’, ‘Geometry and 
measurement’ and ‘Graphs and relations’. The 
two modules selected will comprise 20 per 
cent of the content to be covered of the Unit 3 
and 4 sequence. Assumed knowledge and 
skills for these modules are contained in the 
related topics in General Mathematics Units 1 
and 2, which will have been appropriately 
selected. 

In undertaking these units, students are 
expected to be able to apply techniques, 
routines and processes involving rational and 
real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams 
and geometric constructions, algebraic 
manipulation, equations, and graphs. They 
should have a facility with relevant mental and 
by-hand approaches to estimation and 
computation. The use of numerical, graphical, 
geometric, symbolic, financial and statistical 
functionality of technology for teaching and 
learning mathematics, for working 
mathematically, and in related assessment, is 
to be incorporated throughout each unit as 
applicable. 



VCE Subject Selection Handbook  
58  

UNIT 3 & 4 FURTHER MATHEMATICS  
 
Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
1. Define and explain key concepts and 
apply related mathematical techniques 
and models as specified in Area of 
Study 1 (core topics) in routine 
contexts. 

25% 1. Define and explain key terms and 
concepts as specified in the content 
from the ‘Applications’ area of study, 
and use this knowledge to apply 
related mathematical procedures to 
solve routine application problems. 

25% 

2. Select and apply the mathematical 
concepts, models and techniques as 
specified in Area of Study 1 (core 
topics) in a range of contexts of 
increasing complexity.  

50% 2. Apply mathematical processes in 
contexts related to the ‘Applications’ 
area of study, and analyse and 
discuss these applications of 
mathematics. 

50% 

3. Select and appropriately use 
numerical, graphical, symbolic and 
statistical functionalities of technology 
to develop mathematical ideas, 
produce results and carry out analysis 
in situations requiring problem-solving, 
modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches.  

25% 3. Should be able to select and 
appropriately use technology to 
develop mathematical ideas, produce 
results and carry out analysis in 
situations requiring problem solving, 
modelling or investigative techniques 
or approaches related to the selected 
modules for this unit from the 
“Applications” area of study. 

25% 

 
Assessment 
	  
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: modeling or problem-solving tasks and applications tasks.  
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework  20%  
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework  14% 
1.5 hour End of Year Examination 1   33%   (External Assessment) 
2 hour End of Year Examination 2  33%   (External Assessment) 
 

Examination 1 is designed to assess students’ knowledge of mathematical concepts, models 
and techniques and their ability to reason, interpret, and apply this knowledge in a range of 
contexts. Examination 2 is designed to assess students’ ability to select and apply mathematical 
facts, concepts, models and techniques to solve extended application problems in a range of 
contexts. 
 
Prerequisites 
General Mathematics Units 1 & 2 or Mathematical Methods Units 1 & 2 with possible 
supplementary work on statistics.  
 
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study 
Score. 
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MATHEMATICS: 
UNIT 1 & 2 MATHEMATICAL METHODS 

 
Subject Introduction 
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 provide an introductory study of simple elementary 
functions of a single real variable, algebra, calculus, probability and statistics and their 
applications in a variety of practical and theoretical contexts. They are designed as preparation 
for Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 and contain assumed knowledge and skills for these 
units. The focus of Unit 1 is the study of simple algebraic functions, and the areas of study are 
‘Functions and graphs’, ‘Algebra’, ‘Calculus’ and ‘Probability and statistics’. In Unit 2 students 
focus on the study of simple transcendental functions and the calculus of simple algebraic 
functions. The areas of study are ‘Functions and graphs’, ‘Algebra’, ‘Calculus’, and ‘Probability 
and statistics’. 
 
Students are reminded to confirm tertiary entrance requirements when selecting their 
mathematics program. Students should be aware that Mathematical Methods is often a 
prerequisite for Tertiary courses in Sciences, Engineering and Medicine. 
	  
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
The focus of Unit 1 is the study of simple 
algebraic functions, and the areas of study are 
‘Functions and graphs’, ‘Algebra’, ‘Calculus’ 
and ‘Probability and Statistics’.  
 
In undertaking this unit, students are expected 
to be able to apply techniques, routines and 
processes involving rational and real 
arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and 
geometric constructions, algebraic 
manipulation, equations, graphs and 
differentiation with and without the use of 
technology. They should have facility with 
relevant mental and by-hand approaches to 
estimation and computation. The use of 
numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and 
statistical functionality of technology for 
teaching and learning mathematics, for 
working mathematically, and in related 
assessment, is to be incorporated throughout 
the unit as applicable. 

In Unit 2 students focus on the study of simple 
transcendental functions and the calculus of 
simple algebraic functions. The areas of study 
are ‘Functions and graphs’, ‘Algebra’, 
‘Calculus’, and ‘Probability and statistics’. 
 
In undertaking this unit, students are expected 
to be able to apply techniques, routines and 
processes involving rational and real 
arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and 
geometric constructions, algebraic 
manipulation, equations, graphs, differentiation 
and anti-differentiation with and without the 
use of technology. They should have facility 
with relevant mental and by-hand approaches 
to estimation and computation. The use of 
numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and 
statistical functionality of technology for 
teaching and learning mathematics, for 
working mathematically, and in related 
assessment, is to be incorporated throughout 
the unit as applicable. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 MATHEMATICAL METHODS  
 
Outcomes 
 
Units 1 & 2 
1. Define and explain key concepts as specified in the content from the areas of study, and 
apply a range of related mathematical routines and procedures. 

2. Apply mathematical processes in non-routine contexts, including situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative techniques or approaches, and analyse and discuss these 
applications of mathematics. 
3. Select and use numerical, graphical, symbolic and statistical functionalities of technology to 
develop mathematical ideas, produce results and carry out analysis in situations requiring 
problem-solving, modelling or investigative techniques or approaches. 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: assignments, tests, problem solving tasks and modelling tasks.    
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
40% to the overall grade for this subject.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
Access to subject will be based on the recommendation of a member of the Mathematics 
Faculty.   
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MATHEMATICS: 
UNIT 3 & 4 MATHEMATICAL METHODS 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 extend the introductory study of simple elementary 
functions of a single real variable, to include combinations of these functions, algebra, calculus, 
probability and statistics, and their applications in a variety of practical and theoretical contexts. 
Units 3 and 4 consist of the areas of study ‘Functions and graphs’, ‘Calculus’, ‘Algebra’ and 
‘Probability and statistics’. Assumed knowledge and skills for Mathematical Methods Units 3 
and 4 are contained in Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2, and will be drawn on, as 
applicable, in the development of related content from the areas of study, and key knowledge 
and skills for the outcomes of Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4. 
 
Students are reminded to confirm tertiary entrance requirements when selecting their 
mathematics program. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 3 Unit 4 
Content would typically include the areas of 
study ‘Functions and graphs’ and ‘Algebra’, 
and applications of derivatives and 
differentiation, and identifying and analysing 
key features of the functions and their graphs 
from the ‘Calculus’ area of study. 

Students are expected to be able to apply 
techniques, routines and processes involving 
rational and real arithmetic, algebraic 
manipulation, equation solving, graph 
sketching, differentiation and integration with 
and without the use of technology, as 
applicable. Students should be familiar with 
relevant mental and by hand approaches in 
simple cases. 

Remaining content from the areas of study: 
‘Functions and graphs’, ‘Calculus’ and 
‘Algebra’, and the study of random variables 
and discrete and continuous probability 
distributions and the distribution of sample 
proportions. The content from the ‘Calculus’ 
area of study would be likely to include the 
treatment of anti-differentiation, integration, the 
relation between integration and the area of 
regions specified by lines or curves described 
by the rules of functions, and simple 
applications of this content. 

Students are expected to be able to apply 
techniques, routines and processes involving 
rational and real arithmetic, algebraic 
manipulation, equation solving, graph 
sketching, differentiation and integration with 
and without the use of technology, as 
applicable. Students should be familiar with 
relevant mental and by hand approaches in 
simple cases. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 MATHEMATICAL METHODS  
 
Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
1. Define and explain key concepts as 
specified in the content from the areas 
of study, and apply a range of related 
mathematical routines and procedures. 

30% 1. Define and explain key concepts as 
specified in the content from the areas 
of study, and apply a range of related 
mathematical routines and 
procedures. 

30% 

2. Apply mathematical processes in 
non-routine contexts, including 
situations requiring problem-solving, 
modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches, and analyse and discuss 
these applications of mathematics.  

40% 2. Apply mathematical processes in 
non-routine contexts, including 
situations requiring problem-solving, 
modelling or investigative techniques 
or approaches, and analyse and 
discuss these applications of 
mathematics. 

40% 

3. Select and appropriately use 
numerical, graphical, symbolic and 
statistical functionalities of technology 
to develop mathematical ideas, 
produce results and carry out analysis 
in situations requiring problem-solving, 
modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches. 

30% 3. Select and appropriately use 
numerical, graphical, symbolic and 
statistical functionalities of technology 
to develop mathematical ideas, 
produce results and carry out analysis 
in situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative 
techniques or approaches. 

30% 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: analysis tasks, applications tasks and tests.  
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework  17%  
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework  17% 
1 hour End of Year Examination    22% 
(External Assessment without calculator, 
software or notes.) 
2 hour End of Year Examination    44% 
(External Assessment with CAS calculator 
and bound reference) 

 
Prerequisites 
 
Mathematical Methods Unit 1 & 2 is required.  
 
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study 
Score.  
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UNIT 1 & 2 MUSIC PERFORMANCE 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
Students develop knowledge of stylistic, aesthetic and expressive qualities and characteristics 
of music and develop their ability to communicate their understanding through music making: 
performing, composing, arranging and/or improvising; and musicianship: aural perception, 
analysis and music language. 
 
VCE Music offers students opportunities for personal development and to make an ongoing 
contribution to the culture of their community through participation in life-long music making. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
This unit focuses on building performance and 
musicianship skills. Students present 
performances of selected group and solo 
music works using one or more instruments. 
They study the work of other performers and 
explore strategies to optimise their own 
approach to performance.  
 
They identify technical, expressive and stylistic 
challenges relevant to works they are 
preparing for performance and practise 
technical work to address these challenges. 
They also develop skills in performing 
previously unseen music. Students study 
aural, theory and analysis concepts to develop 
their musicianship skills and apply this 
knowledge when preparing and presenting 
performances. 
 

In this unit students build their performance 
and musicianship skills. They present 
performances of selected group and solo 
music works using one or more instruments. 
Students study the work of other performers 
through listening and analysis and use specific 
strategies to optimise their own approach to 
performance.  
 
They also study strategies for developing 
technical and expressive performance skills. 
They identify technical, expressive and stylistic 
challenges relevant to works they are 
preparing for performance and practise related 
technical work. They develop skills in 
performing previously unseen music and study 
specific concepts to build their musicianship 
knowledge and skills. Students also devise an 
original composition or improvisation. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 MUSIC PERFORMANCE  
 
Outcomes 
 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
1. Prepare and perform a practised program of 
group and solo works. 

1. Prepare and perform a musically engaging 
program of group and solo works. 

2. Demonstrate instrumental techniques used in 
performance of selected works, demonstrate 
unprepared performance skills and describe 
influences on their approach to performance. 

2. Demonstrate instrumental techniques used 
in performance of selected works, 
demonstrate unprepared performance skills 
and describe influences on their approach to 
performance. 

3.	   Identify, re-create, notate and transcribe 
elements of music, and describe ways in which 
expressive elements of music may be 
interpreted. 

3. Identify, re-create, notate and transcribe 
elements of music, and describe how 
selected elements of music have been 
interpreted in performance. 

 4. Devise a composition or an improvisation 
that uses music language evident in work/s 
being prepared for performance. 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: performances of three works, demonstration of technical work and 
exercises, an explanation of how the technical work and exercises support the student’s 
musical development, a performance from unprepared material, aural, written and practical 
tasks. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete a written examination at the end of each unit. The examination 
contributes 20% to the overall grade for this subject.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
Access to subject will be based on the recommendation of a member of the Performing Arts 
Faculty. 

  



VCE Subject Selection Handbook  
65  

UNIT 3 & 4 MUSIC PERFORMANCE 
 

Subject Introduction 
 
Students develop knowledge of stylistic, aesthetic and expressive qualities and characteristics 
of music and develop their ability to communicate their understanding through music making: 
performing, composing, arranging and/or improvising; and musicianship: aural perception, 
analysis and music language. 
 
VCE Music offers students opportunities for personal development and to make an ongoing 
contribution to the culture of their community through participation in life-long music making. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 3 Unit 4 
This unit prepares students to present 
convincing performances of group and solo 
works. In this unit students select a program of 
group and solo works representing a range of 
styles and diversity of character for 
performance. They develop instrumental 
techniques that enable them to interpret the 
works and expressively shape their 
performances.  
 
Students develop skills in unprepared 
performance, aural perception and 
comprehension, transcription, music theory 
and analysis.  
 

In this unit students refine their ability to 
present convincing performances of group and 
solo works. They further develop and refine 
instrumental and performance techniques that 
enable them to expressively shape their 
performance and communicate their 
understanding of the music style of each work.  
 
Students continue to develop skills in aural 
perception and comprehension, transcription, 
theory, analysis and unprepared performance.  
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UNIT 3 & 4 MUSIC PERFORMANCE  
 
Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
1. Present an informed, accurate and 
expressive performance of a program of 
group and solo works. 

 1. Prepare and present accurate and 
expressive performances of 
informed interpretations of a 
program/s of group and solo works. 

 

2. Demonstrate performance techniques, 
technical work and exercises, and 
describe their relevance to the 
performance of selected group and/or 
solo works, and present an unprepared 
performance. 

50% 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Demonstrate performance 
techniques, and technical work and 
exercises, and discuss their 
relevance to the performance of 
selected group and/or solo works, 
and present an unprepared 
performance. 

100% 

3. Identify, re-create, notate and 
transcribe short excerpts of music, and 
discuss the interpretation of expressive 
elements of music in pre-recorded 
works. 

50% 3. Identify, re-create, notate and 
transcribe short excerpts of music, 
and analyse the interpretation of 
expressive elements of music in pre-
recorded works. 

 

N.B. Unit 3, Outcome 1 and Unit 4, Outcome 2 will be assessed in the Performance examination. Unit 3, Outcome 3 
and Unit 3, Outcome 3 will be assessed on the Aural and Written examination.  
 
Assessment 
	  
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: performances, a report on how performance techniques, technical 
work and exercises support the students’ musical development, a performance of unprepared 
material and a test.  
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework   20% 
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework   10%  
End of Year Performance Examination    50% 
(External Assessment) 
End of Year Aural and Written Examination  20% 

 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required; however access to this subject will be based on the 
recommendation of a member of the Performing Arts Faculty.   
 
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study 
Score.   
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UNIT 1 & 2 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
VCE Physical Education examines the biological, physiological, psychological, social and 
cultural influences on performance and participation in physical activity. It focuses on the 
interrelationship between motor learning and psychological, biomechanical, physiological and 
sociological factors that influence physical performances, and participation in physical activity. 
The study of physical activity and sedentary behaviour is significant for the understanding of 
health, wellbeing and performance of people. 
 
This VCE study is suitable for students with a wide range of aspirations, including those who 
wish to pursue further formal study at tertiary level or in vocational education and training 
settings. The study prepares students for such fields as the health sciences, exercise science 
and education, as well as providing valuable knowledge and skills for participating in their own 
sporting and physical activity pursuits to develop as critical practitioners and lifelong learners. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 1: Bodies in Motion Unit 2: Sports coaching and physically 

active lifestyles 
In this unit students explore how the body 
systems work together to produce movement 
and analyses this motion using biomechanical 
principles. Students explore the relationships 
between the body systems and physical 
activity. Students also examine changes that 
have been made to sporting techniques and 
equipment and explore the biomechanical 
effect. 
 

This unit explores a range of coaching 
practices and their contribution to effectively 
coach and improve the performance of an 
athlete. Students are introduced to physical 
activity and the role it plays in the health and 
well-being of the population. Students also 
focus on the promotion of physical activity and 
compare physical activity levels to the National 
Physical Activity Guidelines. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 
Outcomes 
 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
1. Collect and analyse information from, and 
participate in, a variety of practical activities to 
explain how the musculoskeletal, 
cardiovascular and respiratory systems 
function, and how the aerobic and anaerobic 
pathways interact with the systems to enable 
human movement. 

1. Demonstrate their knowledge of, and 
evaluate, the skills and behaviours of an 
exemplary coach, and explain the application 
of a range of skill learning principles used by a 
coach. 

2. Collect and analyse information from, and 
participate in, a variety of practical activities to 
explain how to develop and refine movement 
in a variety of sporting actions through the 
application of biomechanical principles. 

2. Collect and analyse data related to 
individual and population levels of participation 
in physical activity, and sedentary behaviour, 
and create and implement strategies that 
promote adherence to the National Physical 
Activity Guidelines. 

3. Analyse data collected through research 
and practical activities, to explain the 
technological advancements that have led to 
biomechanical changes in sporting technique 
or equipment in one selected sport, and 
explain the implications of the change. 

3. Use a subjective method to assess physical 
activity levels within a given population, and 
implement and promote a settings-based 
program designed to increase physical activity 
levels for the selected group. 

 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: a practical laboratory report, case study analysis, a data analysis, 
written reports, tests and critically reflective diary.   
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
40% to the overall grade for this subject.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Subject Introduction 
 
VCE Physical Education examines the biological, physiological, psychological, social and 
cultural influences on performance and participation in physical activity. It focuses on the 
interrelationship between motor learning and psychological, biomechanical, physiological and 
sociological factors that influence physical performances, and participation in physical activity. 
The study of physical activity and sedentary behaviour is significant for the understanding of 
health, wellbeing and performance of people. 
 
This VCE study is suitable for students with a wide range of aspirations, including those who 
wish to pursue further formal study at tertiary level or in vocational education and training 
settings. The study prepares students for such fields as the health sciences, exercise science 
and education, as well as providing valuable knowledge and skills for participating in their own 
sporting and physical activity pursuits to develop as critical practitioners and lifelong learners. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 3: Physical activity participation and 
physiological performance 

Unit 4: Enhancing performance 

In this unit students develop an understanding 
of physical activity and sedentary behaviour 
from a participatory and physiological 
perspective. Students investigate the 
contribution of energy systems during 
performance in physical activity and explore 
the multi-factorial causes of fatigue and 
consider different strategies used to delay and 
manage fatigue and to promote recovery. 
 

In this unit, students undertake an activity 
analysis to investigate the required fitness 
components to design, implement, and 
evaluate a personal training program designed 
to improve or maintain selected components. 
Students learn to critically evaluate different 
performance enhancing techniques and 
practices used in a variety of sporting 
competitions. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 
Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
1. Analyse individual and population 
levels of sedentary behaviour and 
participation in physical activity, and 
evaluate initiatives and strategies that 
promote adherence to the National 
Physical Activity Guidelines. 

 

40% 1. Plan, implement and evaluate 
training programs to enhance specific 
fitness components. 

60% 

2. Use data collected in practical 
activities to analyse how the major 
body and energy systems work 
together to enable movements to 
occur, and explain the fatigue 
mechanisms and recovery strategies. 

60% 2. Analyse and evaluate strategies 
designed to enhance performance or 
promote recovery. 

40% 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: written reports, tests, data analyses, practical laboratory reports and 
case study analyses.  
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework  25%  
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework  25% 
2 hour End of Year Examination    50% 
(External Assessment) 

 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required. 
 
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study 
Score. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 PHYSICS 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
VCE Physics provides students with opportunities to explore questions related to the natural 
and constructed world. The study provides a contextual approach to exploring selected areas 
within the discipline including atomic physics, electricity, fields, mechanics, thermodynamics, 
quantum physics and waves. In Units 1 and 2 the following questions are explored: How can 
thermal effects be explained? How do electric circuits work? What is matter and how is it 
formed? And how can motion be described and explained? In consultation with their teacher 
student’s select an option for further explanation: What are the stars? Is there life beyond 
Earth’s Solar System? How do forces act on the body? How can AC electricity charge a DC 
device? How do heavy things fly? How do fusion and fission compare as viable nuclear energy 
power sources? How is radiation used to maintain human health? How do particle accelerators 
work? How can human vision be enhanced? How do instruments make music? How can 
performance in ball sports be improved? Or how does the human body use electricity? Students 
will also perform a practical investigation. 
 
VCE Physics provides for a range of study pathways and leads to a range of careers. Physicists 
may undertake research in areas including acoustics, astrophysics and cosmology, atmospheric 
physics, computational physics, energy research, engineering, instrumentation, lasers and 
photonics, medical physics, nuclear science, optics, pyrotechnics and radiography.  
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 1: What ideas explain the physical 
world? 

Unit 2: What do experiments reveal about 
the physical world? 

Ideas in physics are dynamic. As physicists 
explore concepts, theories evolve. Often this 
requires the detection, description and 
explanation of things that cannot be seen. 
Students explore how physics explains 
phenomena, at various scales, which are not 
always visible to the unaided human eye. They 
examine some of the fundamental ideas and 
models used by physicists in an attempt to 
understand and explain the world. Students 
consider thermal concepts by investigating 
heat, probe common analogies used to explain 
electricity and consider the origins and 
formation of matter.  
 
Thermodynamic principles are used to explain 
phenomena related to changes in thermal 
energy. They apply thermal laws when 
investigating energy transfers within and 
between systems, and assess the impact of 
human use of energy on the environment. 
Students examine the motion of electrons and 
explain how it can be manipulated and utilised. 
They explore current scientifically accepted 
theories that explain how matter and energy 
have changed since the origins of the 
Universe. 

In this unit students explore the power of 
experiments in developing models and 
theories. They investigate a variety of 
phenomena by making their own observations 
and generating questions, which in turn lead to 
experiments. Students make direct 
observations of physics phenomena and 
examine the ways in which phenomena that 
may not be directly observable can be 
explored through indirect observations.  

In the core component of this unit students 
investigate the ways in which forces are 
involved both in moving objects and in keeping 
objects stationary. Students choose one of 
twelve options related to astrobiology, 
astrophysics, bioelectricity, biomechanics, 
electronics, flight, medical physics, nuclear 
energy, nuclear physics, optics, sound and 
sports science. The option enables students to 
pursue an area of interest by investigating a 
selected question.  
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UNIT 1 & 2 PHYSICS  
 
Outcomes 
 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
1. Apply thermodynamic principles to analyse, 
interpret and explain changes in thermal 
energy in selected contexts, and describe the 
environmental impact of human activities with 
reference to thermal effects and climate 
science concepts.  

1. Investigate, analyse and mathematically 
model the motion of particles and bodies.  
 

2. Investigate and apply a basic DC circuit 
model to simple battery-operated devices and 
household electrical systems, apply 
mathematical models to analyse circuits, and 
describe the safe and effective use of 
electricity by individuals and the community.  

2. Depends on options selected. 

3. Explain the origins of atoms, the nature of 
subatomic particles and how energy can be 
produced by atoms.  

3. Design and undertake an investigation of a 
physics question related to the scientific inquiry 
processes of data collection and analysis, and 
draw conclusions based on evidence from 
collected data.  

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes for Unit 1 
and Outcomes 1 and 2 for Unit 2 via a selection of the following: an annotated folio of practical 
activities, data analysis, design, building, testing and evaluation of a device, an explanation of 
the operation of a device, a proposed solution to a scientific or technological problem, a report 
of a selected physics phenomenon, a modelling activity, a media response, a summary report of 
selected practical investigations, a reflective learning journal/blog related to selected activities 
or in response to an issue, or a test comprising multiple choice and/or short answer and/or 
extended response. Outcome 3 of Unit 2 is assessed via a report of a practical investigation 
(student designed or adapted) using an appropriate format. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
50% to the overall grade for this subject.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
Access to this subject is based on the recommendation of a member of the Science Faculty. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 PHYSICS 
 

Subject Introduction 
 
This study is designed to enhance the scientific literacy of students in the specialised area of 
Physics. Scientifically literate physics students demonstrate interest in and understanding of the 
Universe, engage in debates about the nature of evidence, theories and models, and appreciate 
the value of physics in society. They can describe and use theories and models, propose and 
investigate hypotheses, collect data, analyse the limitations of that data, draw conclusions, 
make recommendations, and select and use a range of appropriate technologies and 
mathematical techniques. 
 
This study design will assist teachers to provide a curriculum that is interesting and challenging 
for students with a wide range of expectations, including students who are aiming for medical, 
engineering, technology-based and science-based careers. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 3 Unit 4 
Students record raw qualitative and 
quantitative data accurately and present 
processed data, including correct use of units, 
symbols and formulas, to ensure that 
relationships between variables are evident. 
  
They select and use appropriate materials, 
apparatus and measurement procedures to 
ensure a high degree of reliability and accuracy 
in the data.  
 
Students interpret their results to draw relevant 
conclusions from their investigations. They 
identify sources of error and estimate 
uncertainties in, and reliability of, data and 
derived quantities.  
 
They identify and apply safe and responsible 
practices when designing and completing 
independent and collaborative investigations. 
Students select and use appropriate 
information sources to assess risk. 

This unit focuses on the development and 
limitations of models in explaining physical 
phenomena.  
 
A field model of electromagnetism is applied to 
the generation of electricity, and the 
development of models that explain the 
complex interactions of light and matter are 
considered. The detailed studies provide 
examples of innovative technologies used for 
research and communication. 
 
Students continue to undertake extensive and 
regular experimental work in the laboratory. 
They design and carry out investigations, 
collect accurate data, evaluate the quality of 
data and measurement processes and make 
conclusions based on the data. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 PHYSICS  
 
Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
1. Investigate motion and related 
energy transformations 
experimentally, and use the 
Newtonian model in one and two 
dimensions to analyse motion in the 
context of transport and related 
aspects of safety, and motion in 
space. 

57% 1. Investigate and explain the 
operation of electric motors, 
generators and alternators, and the 
generation, transmission, distribution 
and use of electric power. 

40% 

2. Investigate, describe, compare and 
explain the operation of electronic and 
photonic devices, and analyse their 
use in domestic and industrial 
systems. 

43% 2. Use wave and photon models to 
analyse, interpret and explain 
interactions of light and matter and the 
quantised energy levels of atoms. 

30% 

  3. Detailed Study  
Apply the photon and wave models of 
light to describe and explain the 
operation of different light sources and 
fibre optic wave-guides, and analyse 
their domestic, scientific and industrial 
uses. 

30% 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: a data analysis, tests, extended practical investigations, reports and a 
summary report of selected practical activities.  
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework  16%  
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework  24% 
2.5 hour End of-Year Examination    60% 
(External Assessment) 

 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required, however completion of Units 1 & 2 Physics is strongly 
recommended.  
 
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study 
Score. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 PSYCHOLOGY 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
VCE Psychology enables students to explore how people think, feel and behave through the 
use of a biopsychosocial approach. As a scientific model, this approach considers biological, 
psychological and social factors and their complex interactions in the understanding of 
psychological phenomena. Specific questions explored in Units 1 and 2 Psychology are as 
follows: How does the brain function? What influences psychological development? What 
influences a person’s perception of the world? And, how are people influenced to behave in 
particular ways? Students also complete research and practical investigations. 

VCE Psychology provides for continuing study pathways within the discipline and leads to a 
range of careers. Opportunities may involve working with children, adults, families and 
communities in a variety of settings such as academic and research institutions, management 
and human resources, and government, corporate and private enterprises. Fields of applied 
psychology include educational, environmental, forensic, health, sport and organisational 
psychology. Specialist fields of psychology include counselling and clinical contexts, as well as 
neuropsychology, social psychology and developmental psychology. Psychologists also work in 
cross-disciplinary areas such as medical research or as part of on-going or emergency support 
services in educational, institutional and industrial settings.  

Unit Descriptions 
 

Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental 
processes shaped? 

Unit 2: How do external factors influence 
behaviour and mental processes? 

Human development involves changes in 
thoughts, feelings and behaviours. In this unit 
students investigate the structure and 
functioning of the human brain and the role it 
plays in the overall functioning of the human 
nervous system. Students explore brain 
plasticity and the influence that brain damage 
may have on a person’s psychological 
functioning. They consider the complex nature 
of psychological development, including 
situations where psychological development 
may not occur as expected. Students examine 
the contribution that classical and 
contemporary studies have made to an 
understanding of the human brain and its 
functions, and to the development of different 
psychological models and theories used to 
predict and explain the development of 
thoughts, feelings and behaviours.  

A student-directed research investigation 
related to brain function and/or development is 
undertaken in this unit.  

A person’s thoughts, feelings and behaviours 
are influenced by a variety of biological, 
psychological and social factors. In this unit 
students investigate how perception of stimuli 
enables a person to interact with the world 
around them and how their perception of 
stimuli can be distorted. They evaluate the role 
social cognition plays in a person’s attitudes, 
perception of themselves and relationships 
with others. Students explore a variety of 
factors and contexts that can influence the 
behaviour of an individual and groups. They 
examine the contribution that classical and 
contemporary research has made to the 
understanding of human perception and why 
individuals and groups behave in specific 
ways.  

A student practical investigation related to 
internal and external influences on behaviour is 
undertaken in this unit.  
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UNIT 1 & 2 PSYCHOLOGY  
 
Outcomes 
 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
1. Describe how understanding of brain 
structure and function has changed over time, 
explain how different areas of the brain 
coordinate different functions, and explain how 
brain plasticity and brain damage can change 
psychological functioning.  

1. Compare the sensations and perceptions of 
vision and taste, and analyse factors that may 
lead to the occurrence of perceptual 
distortions.  

2. Identify the varying influences of nature and 
nurture on a person’s psychological 
development, and explain different factors that 
may lead to typical or atypical psychological 
development.  

2. Identify factors that influence individuals to 
behave in specific ways, and analyse ways in 
which others can influence individuals to 
behave differently.  

3. Investigate and communicate a 
substantiated response to a question related 
to brain function and/or development, including 
reference to at least two contemporary 
psychological studies and/or research 
techniques.  

3. Design and undertake a practical 
investigation related to external influences on 
behaviour, and draw conclusions based on 
evidence from collected data.  
 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved Outcomes 1 and 2 via a 
selection from the following: a brain structure modelling activity (Unit 1 only), a report of a 
practical activity involving the collection of primary data, a research investigation involving the 
collection of secondary data, a logbook of practical activities, analysis of data/results including 
generalisations/conclusions, media analysis/response, problem solving involving psychological 
concepts, skills and/or issues, a test comprising multiple choice and/or short answer and/or 
extended response or a reflective learning journal/blog related to selected activities or in 
response to an issue. 
 
Outcome 3 of Unit 1 is assessed via a report of an investigation into brain function and/or 
development that can be presented in various formats. Outcome 3 of Unit 2 is assessed via a 
report of an investigation into internal and/or external influences on behaviour that can be 
presented in various formats. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
50% to the overall grade for this subject.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 PSYCHOLOGY 
 

Subject Introduction 
 
In the VCE study of Psychology, students explore complex human behaviours and thought 
processes. They develop empathetic understandings and an understanding of mental health 
issues in society. Students are given the opportunity to apply psychological principles to 
everyday situations such as workplace and social relations. Psychology provides students with 
a sophisticated framework for understanding the complex interactions between biological, 
behavioural, cognitive and socio-cultural factors that influence thought, emotions and behaviour. 
The study assists students to further develop effective language skills for communication, and 
numeracy skills for research, data analysis and other applications. In addition, students develop 
a range of broader skills including those of problem solving, critical evaluation and the 
application of processes of scientific inquiry. 
 
VCE Psychology provides for continuing study pathways within the discipline and leads to a 
range of careers. Opportunities may involve working with children, adults, families and 
communities in a variety of settings such as academic and research institutions, management 
and human resources, and government, corporate and private enterprises. Fields of applied 
psychology include educational, environmental, forensic, health, sport and organisational 
psychology. Specialist fields of psychology include counselling and clinical contexts, as well as 
neuropsychology, social psychology and developmental psychology. Psychologists also work in 
cross-disciplinary areas such as medical research or as part of on-going or emergency support 
services in educational, institutional and industrial settings.  
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 3: The conscious self Unit 4: Brain, behaviour and experience  
The brain continually receives and processes 
vast amounts of information from its internal 
and external environment.  
 
Memory involves the selective retention and 
retrieval of this information and it plays an 
important role in determining behaviour.  
 
Students consider the function of the nervous 
system in memory and investigate the ways in 
which information is processed, stored and 
utilised. They apply different theories of 
memory and forgetting to their everyday 
learning experiences. 

They consider different concepts of normality, 
and learn to differentiate between normal 
responses such as stress to external stimuli, 
and mental disorders.  
 
Students use a biopsychosocial framework – a 
conceptual model which includes 
psychological and social factors in addition to 
biological factors in understanding a person’s 
mental state – to explore the nature of stress 
and a selected mental disorder.  
 
The intent of the study is not that of diagnosis 
and treatment but to explore causes of mental 
illness, avenues of assistance and factors that 
promote mental wellbeing. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 PSYCHOLOGY  
 
Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
1. Explain the relationship between 
the brain, states of consciousness 
including sleep, and behaviour, and 
describe the contribution of selected 
studies to the investigation of brain 
function. 

50% 1. Explain the neural basis of learning, 
and compare and contrast different 
theories of learning and their 
applications. 

50% 

2. Compare theories that explain the 
neural basis of memory and factors 
that affect its retention, and evaluate 
the effectiveness of techniques for 
improving and manipulating memory. 

50% 2. Differentiate between mental health 
and mental illness, and use a 
biopsychosocial framework to explain 
the causes and management of stress 
and a selected mental disorder. 

50% 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: a data analysis, tests, extended practical investigations, reports and a 
summary report of selected practical activities.  
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework  20%  
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework  20% 
2.5 hour End of Year Examination    60% 
(External Assessment) 

 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required.  
 
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study 
Score. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 STUDIO ARTS 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
VCE Studio Arts encourages and supports students to recognise their individual potential as art 
makers and presents a guided process to assist their understanding and development of 
artmaking. The study establishes effective art practices through the application of an individual 
design process to assist the student’s production of a folio of artworks. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 1: Artistic inspiration and techniques Unit 2: Design exploration and concepts 
This unit focuses on using sources of 
inspiration and ideas as the basis for artworks 
and exploring a wide range of materials and 
techniques as tools for translating ideas, 
observations and experiences into visual form, 
experimenting with a range of different 
materials and techniques.  

Students will experiment with two dimensional 
and three dimensional art forms, photography 
and digital media. They will also explore the 
ways in which artists from different times and 
locations have interpreted ideas and sources 
of inspiration and used materials and 
techniques in the production of artworks.   

An experimental folio of works is produced, 
along with a number of final artworks. 

This unit focuses on developing artworks 
through a design process of visual research 
and inquiry. Students will create a folio of 
artworks and choose materials and techniques 
based upon their exploration in Unit 1.  

Students will develop their own individual 
artistic style and method of approach for the 
design process. They will learn to analyse 
ideas and styles in the work of artists from 
different times and locations.   

Students will also learn about aesthetics and 
symbolism in artworks and how these create 
and enhance meanings in their own art works. 
A part of this study includes participating in 
planning and organising the End of Year 
exhibition. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 STUDIO ARTS  
 
Outcomes 
 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
1. Source inspiration, identify individual ideas 
and use a variety of methods to translate 
these into visual language. 

1. Develop an individual design process, 
including visual research and inquiry, in order 
to produce a variety of design explorations to 
create a number of artworks. 

2. Explore and use a variety of materials and 
techniques to support and record the 
development of individual ideas to produce 
artworks. 

2. Analyse and discuss the ways in which 
artists from different times and cultures have 
created aesthetic qualities in artworks, 
communicated ideas and developed styles. 

3. Discuss how artists from different times and 
cultures have interpreted sources of 
inspiration and used materials and techniques 
in the production of artworks. 

 

 
Assessment 
	  
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: folio, a selection of exploratory work showing ideas and inspirations, 
extended responses and short answer responses.  
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
30% to the overall grade for this subject.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 STUDIO ARTS 
 

Subject Introduction 
 
VCE Studio Arts encourages and supports students to recognise their individual potential as art 
makers and presents a guided process to assist their understanding and development of 
artmaking. The study establishes effective art practices through the application of an individual 
design process to assist the student’s production of a folio of artworks. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 3: Studio production and professional 
art practices 

Unit 4: Studio production and art industry 
contexts 

In Unit 3 students will write a proposal which 
will form the basis of their design process for 
Unit 3. They will choose their subject matter, 
materials and techniques and produce an 
experimental folio which explores their own 
ideas and concepts and use of aesthetics.   
 
Students will identify potential directions that 
will be developed into a cohesive folio of 
artworks in Unit 4. The documentation of these 
will be used to begin their Unit 4 folio. Study 
into the professional practices of artists also 
informs students own artistic development.  
 

This unit focuses on the production of a folio of 
finished artworks developed from the selected 
potential directions that have been identified in 
the individual design process in Unit 3. The 
production of artworks is supported by a 
design process which demonstrates identified 
relationships between the artworks that are 
interpreted through aesthetics, themes, 
concepts and/or materials and techniques.  
 
Students will also reflect on their folio and 
produce an evaluation of the finished artworks 
in visual and written form. Study into exhibition 
spaces and the various roles galleries and 
curators play in the presentation and 
promotion of artworks is also a part of this unit. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 STUDIO ARTS  
 
Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
School Assessed Task  
(Across Unit 3) 
1. Prepare an exploration proposal 
that formulates the content and 
parameters of an individual design 
process, and that includes a plan of 
how the proposal will be undertaken. 
 
2. Present an individual design 
process that produces a range of 
potential directions, which reflects the 
concepts and ideas documented in 
the exploration proposal.  

100%  School Assessed Task  
(Across Unit 4) 
1. Present a cohesive folio of finished 
artworks, based on selected potential 
directions developed through the 
design process, that demonstrates 
skilful application of materials and 
techniques and that realises and 
communicates the student’s ideas. 
 
2. Provide visual and written 
documentation that identifies the folio 
focus and evaluates the extent to 
which the finished artworks reflect the 
selected potential directions, and 
effectively demonstrate a cohesive 
relationship between the works. 

100% 

3. Discuss art practices in relation to 
particular artworks of at least two 
artists and analyse ways in which 
artists develop their styles. 

 3. Examine and explain the 
preparation and presentation of 
artworks in at least two different 
exhibition spaces, and discuss the 
various roles, processes and methods 
involved in the exhibition of artworks. 

 

N.B. Students will provide evidence of Unit 3, Outcome 3 and Unit 4, Outcome 3 in a method outlined by 
the subject teacher.  
 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via the 
following: An exploration proposal and a developmental folio (including a visual diary) that 
presents the design process, explores and develops the concepts and ideas set out in the 
exploration proposal, and a creative range of visual explorations and potential directions that 
will form the basis of artworks in Unit 4. In Unit 4 students will be assessed on the following: A 
cohesive folio of finished artworks and an evaluation of the finished cohesive folio. 
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Task   33%  
Unit 4 School Assessed Task   33% 
1.5 hour End of Year Examination    34%  (External Assessment) 

 
Prerequisites 
No specific subject is required.  
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study 
Score. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 SYSTEMS ENGINEERING 
 
Subject Introduction 
 
The study provides opportunities for students to learn about and engage with systems from a 
practical and purposeful perspective. Students gain knowledge and understanding about, and 
learn to appreciate and apply technological systems. 
 
VCE Systems Engineering integrates aspects of designing, planning, fabricating, testing and 
evaluating in a project management process. It prepares students for careers in engineering, 
manufacturing and design through either university or TAFE vocational study pathway, 
employment, apprenticeships or traineeships. The study provides a rigorous academic 
foundation and a practical working knowledge of design, manufacturing and evaluation 
techniques. These skills, and the ability to apply systems engineering processes, are growing in 
demand as industry projects become more complex and multidisciplinary.  
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 1: Introduction to mechanical systems Unit 2: Introduction to electrotechnology 

systems 
This unit focuses on engineering fundamentals 
as the basis of understanding underlying 
principles and the building blocks that operate 
in simple to more complex mechanical 
devices. 
 
While this unit contains the fundamental 
physics and theoretical understanding of 
mechanical systems and how they work, the 
main focus is on the construction of a system. 
The construction process draws heavily upon 
design and innovation. 

Students study fundamental electrotechnology 
principles including applied electrical theory, 
representation of electronic components and 
devices, elementary applied physics in 
electrical circuits, and mathematical 
calculations that can be applied to define and 
explain electrical characteristics of circuits.  

The unit offers opportunities for students to 
apply their knowledge in the design, 
construction, testing and evaluation of an 
operational system. The system should be 
predominately electrotech based, but would 
generally have electro-mechanical 
components within the system. The 
constructed system should provide a tangible 
demonstration of some of the theoretical 
principles studied in this unit. 
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UNIT 1 & 2 SYSTEMS ENGINEERING  
 
Outcomes 
 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
1. Describe and use basic engineering 
concepts, principles and components, and 
using selected relevant aspects of the 
Systems Engineering Process, design and 
plan a mechanical or an electro-mechanical 
system 
. 

1. Investigate, represent, describe and use 
basic electrotechnology and basic control 
engineering concepts, principles and 
components, and using selected relevant 
aspects of the Systems Engineering Process, 
design and plan an electrotechnology system. 

2. Make, test and evaluate a mechanical or an 
electro-mechanical system using selected 
relevant aspects of the Systems Engineering 
Process. 
 

2. Make, test and evaluate an 
electrotechnology system, using selected 
relevant aspects of the Systems Engineering 
Process. 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: documentation of the systems engineering process, production work, 
practical demonstrations and tests.  
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
30% to the overall grade for this subject.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 SYSTEMS ENGINEERING 
 

Subject Introduction 
 
The study provides opportunities for students to learn about and engage with systems from a 
practical and purposeful perspective. Students gain knowledge and understanding about, and 
learn to appreciate and apply technological systems. 
 
VCE Systems Engineering integrates aspects of designing, planning, fabricating, testing and 
evaluating in a project management process. It prepares students for careers in engineering, 
manufacturing and design through either university or TAFE vocational study pathway, 
employment, apprenticeships and traineeships. The study provides a rigorous academic 
foundation and a practical working knowledge of design, manufacturing and evaluation 
techniques. These skills, and the ability to apply systems engineering processes, are growing in 
demand as industry projects become more complex and multidisciplinary.  
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 3: Integrated systems engineering and 
energy 

Unit 4: Systems control and new and 
emerging technologies 

In this unit students study the engineering 
principles that are used to explain the physical 
properties of integrated systems and how they 
work.  
 
Through the application of their knowledge, 
students design and plan an operational, 
mechanical-electrotechnology integrated and 
controlled system. They learn about the 
technologies used to harness energy sources 
to provide power for engineered systems. 

In this unit students complete the production 
work and test and evaluate the integrated 
controlled system they designed in Unit 3. 
Students investigate new and emerging 
technologies, consider reasons for their 
development and analyse their impacts. 
 
Students expand their knowledge of new and 
emerging developments and innovations 
through their investigation and analysis of a 
range of engineered systems. They analyse a 
specific new or emerging innovation, including 
its impacts. 

 
 
  



VCE Subject Selection Handbook  
86  

UNIT 3 & 4 SYSTEMS ENGINEERING  
 
Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
School Assessed Task (Across Units 3 & 4) 
Unit 3.1 Investigate, analyse and use advanced mechanical-electrotechnology 
integrated and control systems concepts, principles and components, and using 
selected relevant aspects of the Systems Engineering Process, design, plan and 
commence construction of an integrated and controlled system. 
 
Unit 4.1 Produce, test and diagnose an advanced mechanical-electrotechnology 
integrated and controlled system using selected relevant aspects of the Systems 
Engineering Process, and manage, document and evaluate the system and processes. 

100% 

2. Discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of renewable and non-
renewable energy sources, and 
analyse and evaluate the technology 
used to harness, generate and store 
non-renewable and renewable 
energy. 

100% 2. Describe and evaluate a range of 
new or emerging technologies, and 
analyse the likely impacts of a 
selected innovation. 

100% 

 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: tests, written reports and case studies.  
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework  10%  
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework  10% 
School Assessed Task   50% 
1.5 hour End of Year Examination    30% 
(External Assessment) 

 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required.  
 
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study 
Score.  
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UNIT 1 & 2 THEATRE STUDIES 
 

Subject Introduction 
 
In VCE Theatre Studies students interpret playscripts and produce theatre for audiences. 
Through practical and theoretical engagement with playscripts from the pre-modern era to the 
present day, students gain an insight into the history and rich possibilities of playscript-based 
theatrical production and develop understanding and appreciation of the role and place of the 
practitioner in theatre. Theatre practitioners develop, create and craft productions through 
research, contextualisation, visualisation and the application of stagecraft. The study covers 
roles in theatre practice including actor, director, designer, theatre technologist and theatre 
administrator/manager. 
 
The study of theatre, in all its various forms, is relevant to students who wish to pursue further 
study in theatrical production, theatre history, communication, writing and acting at tertiary level 
or through vocational educational training settings or to pursue industry or community related 
pathways. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 1: Pre-modern theatre Unit 2: Modern theatre 
This unit focuses on the application of acting 
and other stagecraft in relation to theatrical 
styles of the pre-modern era. Students work 
with playscripts from the pre-modern era of 
theatre, focusing on works created up to 1920 
in both their written form and in performance. 
They also study theatrical and performance 
analysis and apply these skills to the analysis 
of a play in performance.  
 

In this unit students study theatrical styles and 
stagecraft through working with playscripts in 
both their written form and in performance with 
an emphasis on the application of stagecraft. 
Students work with playscripts from the 
modern era, focusing on works from the 1920s 
to the present. They study theatrical analysis 
and production evaluation and apply these 
skills to the analysis of a play in performance.  
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UNIT 1 & 2 THEATRE STUDIES  
 
Outcomes 
 
Unit 1 Unit 2 
1. Identify and describe the distinguishing 
features of pre-modern theatre playscripts. 

1. Identify and describe the distinguishing 
features of modern era theatre playscripts. 

2. Apply acting and other stagecraft to 
interpret playscripts from the pre-modern era. 

2. Apply stagecraft to interpret playscripts from 
the modern era. 

3. Analyse a performance of a playscript. 3. Analyse and evaluate stagecraft in a 
performance of a playscript. 

 
Assessment 
	  
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: performance of playscripts, tests, responses to structured questions, 
research report.   
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement will be indicated by a letter grade and percentage. This result is for 
College reporting only. 
 
Students will complete an examination at the end of each unit. The examination contributes 
30% to the overall grade for this subject.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required.  
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UNIT 3 & 4 THEATRE STUDIES 
 

Subject Introduction 
 
In VCE Theatre Studies students interpret playscripts and produce theatre for audiences. 
Through practical and theoretical engagement with playscripts from the pre-modern era to the 
present day, students gain an insight into the history and rich possibilities of playscript-based 
theatrical production and develop understanding and appreciation of the role and place of the 
practitioner in theatre. Theatre practitioners develop, create and craft productions through 
research, contextualisation, visualisation and the application of stagecraft. The study covers 
roles in theatre practice including actor, director, designer, theatre technologist and theatre 
administrator/manager. 
 
The study of theatre, in all its various forms, is relevant to students who wish to pursue further 
study in theatrical production, theatre history, communication, writing and acting at tertiary level 
or through vocational educational training settings or to pursue industry or community related 
pathways. 
 
Unit Descriptions 

 
Unit 3: Playscript interpretation Unit 4: Performance Interpretation 
In this unit students develop an interpretation 
of a playscript through the stages of the 
theatrical production process: planning, 
development and presentation.  
 
Students specialise in two areas of stagecraft, 
working collaboratively in order to realise the 
production of a playscript. They use 
knowledge they develop from this experience 
to analyse the ways stagecraft can be used to 
interpret previously unseen playscript 
excerpts. 

In this unit students study a scene and 
associated monologue from the Theatre 
Studies Stagecraft Examination Specifications 
published annually by the Victorian Curriculum 
and Assessment Authority, and develop a 
theatrical treatment that includes the creation 
of a character by an actor, stagecraft 
possibilities, and appropriate research.  
 
Students interpret a monologue from within a 
specified scene using selected areas of 
stagecraft to realise their interpretation. 
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UNIT 3 & 4 THEATRE STUDIES  
 
Outcomes & Weightings 
 
Unit 3  Unit 4  
1. Apply stagecraft to interpret a 
playscript for performance to an 
audience. 

60% 1. Interpret a monologue from a playscript 
and justify their interpretive decisions. 

 

2. Document an interpretation of 
excerpts from a playscript and explain 
how stagecraft can be applied in the 
interpretation. 

15% 2. Develop a theatrical treatment that 
presents an interpretation of a monologue 
and its prescribed scene. 

50% 

3. Analyse and evaluate the 
interpretation of a written playscript in 
production to an audience. 

25% 3. Analyse and evaluate acting in a 
production. 

50% 

N.B. Unit 4, Outcome 1 and Outcome 2 will be assessed in the Stagecraft examination.   
 
Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on whether they have satisfactorily achieved the outcomes via a 
selection of the following: practical applications of stagecraft, analysis and evaluation tasks 
including written reports, analytical essay and structured questions.  
 
Achievement for VCE purposes will be indicated by an S (Satisfactory) 
Non-achievement will be indicated by an N (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Level of achievement for Study Score and ATAR purposes is determined from School Assessed 
Coursework (Moderated) and an End of Year Examination.  
 
Contribution to final assessment: 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework  30%  
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework  15% 
Stagecraft Examination   25% 
1.5 hour End of Year Examination    30% 
(External Assessment) 

 
Prerequisites 
 
No specific subject is required.  
 
Sequence Requirements: Units 3 and 4 must be completed in sequence to obtain a Study 
Score. 
 

 

 


